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r INCLUDING DUMBO 



Mayor Bloomberg, with aides Stu Loeser 
(center) and Ed Skyler (right) arrives at his 
temporary City Hall inside the Office of 
Emergency Management building on Cad- 
man Plaza East in Downtown Brooklyn. 

Bloomy 

does 

Brooklyn 


TRADER JOE’S IN THE RANK 

Cheeky gourmet to open at Court and Atlantic 


By Gersh Kuntzman, Ariella Cohen 
and Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The deal is done: Trader Joe’s is coming to At- 
lantic Avenue. 

The long-rumored arrival of the quirky supermar- 
ket was heralded on Thursday morning with a 
bizarre parade featuring Borough President Marko- 
witz, steel drummers and Downtown boosters — all 
wearing the retailer’s trademark Hawaiian shirts. 

“Brooklynites know a great value when they see 
one — and now our long wait for our own Trader 
Joe’s is over,” said Markowitz. “We’re thrilled that 
this acclaimed store is setting up shop. Trader Joe’s 
will bring more customers to Downtown Brooklyn 
and residents will have even more choice ... for 
fresh produce, prepared foods and groceries.” 

The store will hawk its chicken dumplings, organ- 
ic coffees and fresh produce — but not its famous 
“Two-Buck Chuck” wine because of city booze laws 
— from the landmark Independence Savings Bank 
building at the comer of Court Street and Atlantic 

The building, now a Sovereign Bank, is owned by 
Two Trees Management. The Sovereign branch will 
relocate across Atlantic Avenue into Two Trees’ 



Borough President Markowitz donned a Trader Joe's Hawaiian shirt on Thursday and danced with a 
calypso band from Borough Hall to the corner of Court Street and Atlantic Avenue, where the quirky 
gourmet supermarket will soon open its first Brooklyn store. 


Court House building. 

Trader Joe’s arrival was the latest salvo in a war for 
the borough’s upscale stomachs. This week, the environ- 
mentally and socially conscious Whole Foods market 
announced that its location on Houston Street and the 
Bowery in Manhattan will now deliver to Brownstone 
Brooklyn and Williamsburg. (To see a delivery map, 
check out www.WholeFoodsMarket.com). 

The charge for delivery — between 10 am and 6 pm 
- is $5.95. 

The Whole Foods “Gold Zone” in Brooklyn extends 
all the way from Williamsburg in the north to the very 
bottom comer of Park Slope — one block from where 
local rival Union Market is building its second gourmet 
emporium. The area includes Brooklyn Heights, Carroll 
Gardens, Cobble Hill, Boerum Hill, Fort Greene, Clin- 
ton Hill and DUMBO. 

Curiously red-lined from Whole Foods’ delivery map, 
however, is Red Hook — possibly because that neigh- 
borhood’s stomach is already sated by Fairway, which 
opened its first Brooklyn store last May. 

That store will get some serious competition next 
year, when Whole Foods’ first Brooklyn store is expect- 
ed to open along the banks of the mighty Gowanus 
Canal in the gentrifying area between Park Slope and 
Carroll Gardens. 


Mayor works here while 
City Hall gets new rug 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

City Hall has moved to Brooklyn for two 
weeks — and Mayor Bloomberg’s staffers say 
they are already thinking better than ever! 

A renovation of the city’s seat of power that 
forced Hizzoner and 85 staffers to Downtown 
Brooklyn for a fortnight at the Office of Emer- 
gency Management building on Cadman 
Plaza East has been “kind of a godsend” in the 
words of one Bloomberg staffer. The city 
worker — speaking anonymously from an 
otherwise empty bench in Cadman Plaza Park 
across the street from his temporary office — 
described his experience working in the OEM 
building a stone’s throw from trendy DUMBO 
as a welcome relief from the Gucci Gulch of 
lower Manhattan. 

“I think we all kind of like being in a qui- 
eter place with fewer people running around in 
suits,” he said. “It helps me think.” 

And he isn’t the only one feeling that way. 

Bloomberg’s press secretary, Stu Loeser, 
described Brooklyn as an idyllic village away 
from the “hustle and bustle” of City Hall. 

“We enjoy the same things that generations 
of Brooklynites enjoy: less crowds and more 
space,” said Loeser, whose name is pronounc- 
ed “low-ser,” not “loser,” despite the fact that 
he lives in Manhattan. 


“It’s a little easier to hear yourself think.” 
Loeser said the mayor was enjoying the es- 
cape from Manhattan, particularly because he 
had been able to find a place to eat that re- 
minded him of, well, Manhattan. 

“We stopped for breakfast at the Park Plaza 
diner across the street from the office. It was 
pretty good, a little like a diner he likes to go 
to near his house [on the Upper East Side.]” 

Overall, the borough appeared to agree with 
the mayor. 

“Brooklyn is in the house,” he announced 
See BLOOMY on page 16 



Clones a hit f 

Brooklyn's beloved boys of summer, the Brook- 
lyn Cyclones, are off to one of their best starts J 
ever, going 1 5-6 over their first 21 games. That's I 
way ahead of their pace in 2001 , when the team | 
won the New York-Penn League championship. 
Hot-hitting outfielder Will Vogl (left) has been a J 
key part of the Cyclone offense. Check out our I 
complete coverage on page 1 2. 





Yassky: Stop Ratner gravy train 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bruce Ratner will reap a whop- 
ping 50-percent profit on his At- 
lantic Yards investment, a promi- 
nent Brooklyn lawmaker charged 
this week as he called for an end 
to the massive taxpayer subsidy of 
the mega-development. 

“Ratner is telling New York City 


that they anticipate to make a 
$650-million return on a $1 ,35-bil- 
lion investment and that in itself 
shows that there is absolutely no 
reason for taxpayers to fund this 
project,” said Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights). 

The new charge comes after 
the release of financial documents 
that Ratner kept from public view 
until a lawsuit filed by two Al- 


bany legislators wrested them free 
last month. 

The documents reveal the fi- 
nancial inner workings of the 22- 
acre residential, retail, arena and 
office project — a combination of 
some private investment, large 
tax breaks, $305 million in direct 
city and state subsidies (so far), 
below-market-rate costs for Rat- 
ner to acquire state-owned land. 


and $1.4 billion in low-interest, 
tax-exempt federal loans. 

Yassky’s call for an end to Rat- 
ner subsidies comes just two 
weeks after Mayor Bloomberg — 
himself a strong supporter of At- 
lantic Yards — finally broke with 
Ratner, declaring that the devel- 
oper “doesn’t need” an additional 
special tax break handed to him 
See GRAVY on page 16 


Harold Rogovin, craftsman, 81, repaired Lady Liberty 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Harold Rogovin, the father 
of Brooklyn Paper Publisher 
Celia Weintrob and a metal- 
working master who partici- 
pated in the restoration of the 
Statue of Liberty and the 
domes of Ellis Island two 
decades ago, died Saturday, 
June 30, in Tampa, Fla., after 


suffering a stroke in Decem- 
ber. He was 81. 

Prior to moving to Florida 
in 1987, he lived in New York 
City and Califon, NJ. 

Rogovin was bom on March 
5, 1926, in the Bronx, the son of 
Mildred and Leo Rogovin. After 
graduating from DeWitt Clinton 
HS in 1943, he served in the 


Navy in World War n. 

Rogovin then at- 
tended City College 
of New York, Brook- 
lyn Polytechnic, and 
the Craft Students 
League before start- 
ing his own metal- 
smithing business. 

In 1964, Rogovin founded 
Brass Artisans, where he fabri- 



cated reproductions 
of antique chandeliers 
and brass beds. At 
that time, the master 
metalsmith became 
most noted for his 
hand-raised hollow- 
ware, including a 
three-piece coffee 
service, a variety of bowls and 
trays, a candelabra, and a spec- 


tacular oval-fluted, two-foot- 
long punch bowl that were all 
later part of an exhibition at the 
New Jersey State Museum. 

During this period, he was a 
silversmithing instructor at the 
Craft Students League, and an 
adjunct professor at Staten Is- 
land Community College. He 
was also part of the team that 
restored the Statue of Liberty 


and the domes of Ellis Island 
in the 1980s. 

In addition to his daughter, 
Rogovin is survived by his wife, 
Katherine, and two other chil- 
dren — Kate Rogovin of Bea- 
con, NY, and Alex Rogovin, of 
Flemington, NJ. — and five 
grandchildren: Zosia Kruk; 

Theresa Rogovin; and Paul, 
Rachel Leah and Sara Weintrob. 


Paper gets 
‘fll Qaeda’ 
threat 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Cops from the 84th Precinct swarmed through the offices of The 
Brooklyn Paper last week after this newspaper became one of 20 na- 
tionwide that received a letter suggesting a plot against the New Jersey- 
based investment giant, Goldman Sachs. 

“Goldman Sachs. Hundreds will die. We are inside. You can’t stop us,” 
read the letter, which was written in red ink on lined looseleaf paper. 

It was signed “A.Q.U.S A.,” an apparent reference to al Qaeda. 

The letter — addressed to the “News Department” of the Downtown 
News, one of our long-running editions — showed up at our DUMBO 
office on Friday, June 30. It was 
opened by Editor Gersh Kuntz- 
man, who didn’t think much of 
the “threat,” but did ensure that 
he was the only staffer who 
touched what could be a vital 
piece of evidence in the nation’s 

“All I know about police 
work, I learned on ‘Law & Or- 
der,’ but I still knew the minute 
I opened it that there would be 

cops down here fingerprinting 

everyone who touched that let- The | etter received at the offlce 

ter Kuntzman said. So I put it of The Brook | p 

aside before anyone else came 

“Basically, I took one for the team,” Kuntzman quipped. 

Cops from the 84th Precinct did indeed fingerprint Kuntzman on 
Sunday — his day off — and slipped the letter into a plastic bag. 

The missive was later turned over to the FBI, which is investigating 
why roughly 20 newspapers around the country, including the Star- 
Ledger of Newark, received the same letter, all of which were mailed 
from Queens and The Bronx. 

The New York Post — which did not receive the letter — reported 
that federal law enforcement authorities don’t think the threat is serious 
because of its “non-specific nature.” But officially, FBI spokesman 
James Maigolin said that “all threats are taken seriously.” 

Investigators are looking at fingerprints on the letter and even the 
saliva on the envelope, which could yield DNA evidence. 

“Thankfully, I didn’t put the envelope in my mouth,” Kuntzman said. 
“Learned that from ‘CSI: New York.’” 

“It’s a ridiculous letter,” he said. 

Goldman Sachs’ 44-story Jersey City tower is the tallest building in 
the Garden State and hosts 3,000 employees. 

The company itself did not receive the letter. 





Chestnut great, but Koby still my hero 


S OME PEOPLE SAY THAT ALL the 
heroes are gone, but on July 4, I 
spent 12 minutes getting spat on by 
one of the few people who truly deserve to 
be identified by the term. 

And I’m not talking about Joey Chestnut. 
Sure, the kid from San Jose earned the 
international acclaim he received after his 
stunning, world-record-setting, 66 hot-dog- 
and-bun performance at the Nathan’s Fa- 
mous frankfest on Independence Day in 
Coney Island. 

Indeed, there’s never been an achieve- 
ment like Chestnut’s in the history of sport, 
but the hero to whom I was referring was 
the man Chestnut beat: six-time world 
champ, Takeru Kobayashi. 

As always, I had the pleasure of serving 
as Kobayashi’s official judge — the man 
who dodges spittle, sweat and soggy hot dog 
bun scraps to keep the champion’s count. 
(And can we put to rest one controversy 


for a minute? Sure, 

I’m Kobayashi’s 
judge — and his 
longtime biogra- 
pher / confidant / 
soul mate — but 
I’m also one of the 
nation’s legendary 
journalists. My profession’s rigid standards 
of accuracy and objectivity make me the 
perfect person to count Kobayashi’s Wein- 
ers. There’s no “conflict” of “interest” here. 
My heart may consider Kobayashi the 
greatest athlete in human history, but my 
brain still counts his dogs, one by one, as if 
he was a green rookie in his first contest. 
Now, let’s move on.) 

This year, of course, Kobayashi entered 
the contest with a well-documented 
(though widely disbelieved) case of jaw 
arthritis, a medical condition that this re- 
porter quickly dubbed “jawthritis.” 


At the ceremoni- 
al weigh-in on July 
3, even Mayor 
Bloomberg stood 
horrified by the site 
of this legend of 
the game — this 
Japanese Jehoso- 
phat — barely able to open his mouth from 
the pain of his jawthritis. 

It was unclear even then whether 
Kobayashi would even compete. 

But compete he did — stunning the 
world by breaking his own personal record 
and downing 63 HDBs in die requisite 12 
minutes. 

I watched him downing dog after dog, 
bun after bun with a precision, grace, speed 
and athleticism he has never shown before, 
even with a good jaw. Whenever Chestnut 
jumped ahead, Kobayashi answered back, 
putting aside whatever pain he felt to push 


the limits of human competition. 

Shades of Willis Reed coming off the 
bench in the 1973 playoffs, Kirk Gibson 
limping around the bases after winning Game 
1 of the 1988 World Series, or Seabiscuit run- 
ning on at least two gimpy legs. 

Afterwards, I spoke to him as only I 
know how. 

“Kobayashi-san,” I said. “Did the 
jawthritis play any role in your loss to- 
day?” 

But a true champion doesn’t play that 
game. Kobayashi didn’t curse his jaw. He 
credited Chestnut. 

“Gersh-san,” he said. “I must tell you 
this: Joey Chestnut is a great champion.” 

He never suggested that his jaw — not 
Chestnut’s — was the difference that day. 

And that’s why he’s a legend. And that’s 
why I refuse to wash my Kobayashi-spit- 
tle-covered referee’s shirt. 

It is my Shroud of Turin. 


I THE BROOKLYN 


ANGLE 




! 

! 

1 


Exhausted champion Joey Chestnut after 
downing hot dog number 66. 


THE FRANKSTER SPEAKS • CHESTNUT WON’T BE EATING BRAINS: PAGE 14 


Former champ Takeru Kobayashi is a 
mess after falling short by three HDBs. 
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PROSPECT PARK BANDSHELL ‘Sc 
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CATHERINE RUSSELL 

Legendary blues loverman^olden voiced jazz, soul S blues 



TERRITORY ORCHESTRA 

Classic comedy duo shorts w/original 
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SATURDAY 

July 14 



Get hooked 

Take a trip off the main- 
land tonight at the 
"Sunset Music Series" 
aboard the Lehigh Valley 
Barge in Red Hook. 
Tonight you can catch the 
cello-drum combo Take- 
nobu (pictured) as well as 
the folky sounds of Lara 
Ewan and the Unstrung 
Orchestra. 

8 pm at the Waterfront 
Museum (at the foot of Co- 
nover Street in Red Hook). 

$8 in advance, $10 at the 
door. For information, call 
(877) 238-5596 or visit 
www.waterfrontmuseum.org. 


SUNDAY 

July 15 


Have a ball 

At today's Bastille Day 
celebration on Smith 
Street, Bar Tabac will 
sponsor the annual 
petanque tournament 
where up to 80 teams will 
compete on 14 courts in 
the French-style bocce 
ball. Prizes include tee 
shirts, trophies and, 
above all else, glory. 

Noon on Smith Street 
between Bergen and Pacific 

^(718)852-0328 ° 



WEDNESDAY 


July 18 



See food 


Lobster always seems to 
have an astronomical 
price — a few chunks 
mixed with mayo and 
tossed on a hot dog roll 

Wednesday nights at 

lobster is being served 
for $14.80 which won't 
even get you tuna in other 
restaurants. Stop in before 
they change their mind. 

5 pm on at Melt (440 Bergen 
St., at Fifth Avenue in Boerum 
Hill). $14.80. For information, 
call (718) 230-592 5 or visit 
www.meltrestaurant.com. 


THURSDAY 

July 19 


DUMBOIe 

Tonight the General 
Store overhauls their nor- 
mal menu of sandwiches 
and salads for "Hecho en 
DUMBO," a "rare sam- 
pling of authentic Mexi- 
can antojitos," which are 
small plates of Mexican 
grub like corn tacos, 
crabmeat pancakes and 
tasty soups. We recom- 
mend the two-for-one 
margaritas and a plate of 
the fresh made gua- 
camole. 



FRIDAY 

July 20 



Hop, skip 
and a... 

Nine artists spanning 
three generations present 
their work in "Jump!" 
which is currently up at 
the Henry Gregg Gallery. 
These paintings and 
sculptures display the dif- 
ferent styles and process- 
es of the artists and dares 
observers to jump into 
the work themselves. 

1 1 am-6 pm at the Henry 
Gregg Gallery (111 Front St., 
at Washington Street in 
DUMBO). For information, call 
(718) 408-1090 or visit 
www.henrygregggallery.com. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 
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Alternate side 
of street park 

T he mystery “illegal” parker of 
Pterrepont Street has broken his 
silence! To me! Exclusively! 

In my last column, I reported on 
the controversy surrounding alleged 
parking permit abuse on Pierrepont 
Street. The problem is so bad along 
the strip between Henry and Hicks 
streets that the Brooklyn Heights 
Association and Community Board 
2 have been looking into whether 
some drivers are misusing their per- 
mit parking privileges. 

BHA Executive Director Judy 
Stanton claims that many govern- 
ment employees park with “im- 
punity” often “storing” their cars over the weekend on Pierre- 
pont. As a result, nearly two-dozen BHA members took to the 
street earlier this year to write down license plates of many of 
the vehicles in question. 

But this week, one of the owners of one of said cars spoke out 
on the Brooklyn Heights Blog. And the owner, neighborhood at- 
torney and disabled advocate T.K. Small, says he was outraged 

“I am one of the individuals who parks with a permit on Pier- 
repont Street in ‘flagrant disregard’ of the regulations,” Small 
said. “Clearly people do not know what they are talking about! 
As a New Yorker with a disability, I have had a New York City- 
issued ‘parking permit for people with disabilities’ since 1997. 
The regulations and instructions on the back of the permit are 
perfectly clear in stating where it is valid.” 

Small says that the BHA’s assertion that positively no one 
with a permit may park in the Heights’ “No Parking” areas is in- 

“I don’t know what law school they went to,” Small said, adding 
that he resents BHA mem- 
bers “scribbling down” his li- 
cense plate number in their 
attempts to catch permit vio- 
lations. He adds that “by me 
parking on [the ‘No Parking’ 
side] of the street, they have 
more opportunities to park on 
the other side.” 

The cantankerous Small 
reached fever-pitch as he 
poked a hole in the argu- 
ment that “No Parking” 
zones are necessary for 
street-cleaning purposes. 

“The streets in Brooklyn 
Heights are not filthy. Peo- 
ple don’t realize how great it is here.” He’s perplexed as to why 
residents — and the Brooklyn Heights Association — don’t 
“worry about things that are more important.” He also fears that 
the battle of Pierrepont Street is merely the first salvo in the 
BHA’s real goal: residential permit parking. 

“If they want to go to [that] next step, let’s just put a gate 
around the neighborhood,” Small argued. 

But before that imaginary (or real?) gate goes up, Heights 
folks still have more complaining to do over the parking 
quandary. The mania over the Pierrepoint parking has longtime 
state Sen. Martin Connor (D-Brooklyn Heights) engulfed in the 
“parking patrol’s” crosshairs. 

When asked about his own alleged misuse of his parking per- 
mit in the “No Parking” area on Pierrepont, Connor says that 
he’s only parked there on rare occasions or to load and unload 
his car. He usually parks in a garage on Love Lane, which clos- 
es at 1 am. However, when the senator was caring for his sick 
mother in April, he felt he needed all-day access to his vehicle, 
so he parked on the street with his permit. 

Homer Fink is publisher of Brooklyn Heights Blog. 
The Brooklyn Paper is not affiliated with Brooklyn Heights Blog. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Five Guys Burgers and Fries — a national chain — is 
now open on Montague Street. Our pal Gianluca Martorelli. a 
Heights resident and publisher of the Ready to Order Guide, said 
he loved his burger and hot dog, but took issue with the chain’s 
tradition of allowing customers to toss shells from the free 
peanuts on the floor. “Where exactly is the fun of doing that?” 
he asked. “The floor was full of shells and of course nobody was 
cleaning that. They should put up a sign saying, ‘Please don’t do 
the same on the street! ’” . . . Speaking of Montague Street, with 
hipster sundries stores like Ricky's and Korres opening soon, 
are we about to be overrun by lip gloss? ... Superblogger 
Claude Scales tells us that art exhibit “Still Flying,” sponsored 
by the Brooklyn Waterfront Artists' Coalition (BWAC), 
will be on display at Empire-Fulton Ferry State Park until 
Aug. 29. . . . Ran into Bruce Ratner’s head spokesman Loren 
Riegelhaupt at Floyd NY on Atlantic Avenue the other day as 
we all headed into our July 4 vacation. You know what? He’s a 
nice guy! . . . This rule is posted at Clarks Corner Diner across 
from the subway station: No laptops. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 




Homer Fink 


Park or parking? 
DUMBO decides 



Pearl Street in DUMBO became a sitting . 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The once trash-strewn parking lot at Pearl and 
Water streets in DUMBO has been transformed 
into what supporters say will become a neighbor- 
hood hangout, but others feel isn’t worth the valu- 
able parking spaces it is sitting on. 

With little fanfare late last month, workers from 
the Department of Transportation converted the 
former parking lot into a sitting area with a dozen 
planters, tables and chairs in just three days. 

The reaction was even faster. 

“People used to dump syringes and appliances 
here,” said Jamie Walker, an artist whose work 


hangs in a neighboring gallery. “Now, it’s beautiful.” 
But that beauty is beholden to different eyes. 
“It’s a great idea,” said Bamaby Furnas, who has 
lived in DUMBO for nearly two decades, “but the 
bridge is just too loud for this to be a restful place.” 
Critics also attacked the plaza for eliminating 
12 parking spaces in a neighborhood that already 
has a limited number of spots, but park planners 
dismissed the criticism, claiming that the lack of 
parking is a neighborhood issue that is far bigger 
than just the plaza itself. 

“The parking in DUMBO was designed for in- 
dustry,” said Tucker Reed, director of the DUM- 
BO Improvement District. “It all needs to be re- 
done anyways.” 


No braking for alleycats 


By Rachel Corbett 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

DUMBO’s quaint cobblestone streets will be 
taken over next Saturday by thrill-seeking bike 
messengers in a renegade “alleycat” race. 

At 2 pm, 50-100 young men, a few women, few- 
er helmets and plenty of tattoos will speed away 
from the starting line near the comer of Plymouth 
and Washington streets. 

City officials rarely intervene since “alleycat” 
details are kept secret until the day of the race, rid- 
ers determine their own routes and the unsanc- 
tioned events are publicized through fliers, My- 
Space and word of mouth. 

But that could change, if the riders’ attitudes are 
any indication. 

“Normally, I’m pretty sane, but when I do this, I 
go completely nuts.” said 26-year-old Miguel Reyes. 

With few rales, winning depends on speed, 
strategy and, most important, fearlessness. 

These days, Austin Horse, 25, may be the 
reigning madman, recently winning the “Rumble 
Through the Bronx” race. 

The DUMBO alleycat is one of Horse’s fa- 


vorites because of its hills and ragged terrain. 
Last year, some riders avoided the cobblestone in 
favor of dodging pedestrians on the sidewalks, but 
Horse toughed it out: “I got a flat tire right at the 
beginning, so I rode the whole race on a flat and 
still won it.” 

Riders push the boundaries of traffic laws, but 
local authorities have not done much to challenge 
the races. 

“If it’s just 50 or so people riding bikes through 
the neighborhood, I don’t really see a problem,” 
said Tucker Reed, executive director of the DUM- 
BO Improvement District. 

While messengers’ disdain for lane constraints 
and traffic signals may seem hazardous, riders often 
insist that they have a sixth sense for timing and, in 
turn, blame accidents on cabbies and bad drivers. 

Reyes said he gave up messengering after hav- 
ing nightmares of being hit by buses. But he still 

“You could lose your life, be paralyzed, mangled 
or lose a limb,” he said. Then he added with a smile: 
“It’s all about how much you’re willing to risk.” 

The DUMBO Alleycat race is on Saturday. July 
21. Visit www.nybma.com for information. 


Center 
moving 
next to 
precinct 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A homeless outreach 
center — which sparked 
complaints of drug-addicts 
shooting up on browns- 
tone stoops and homeless 
people using vestibules as 
toilets — is moving to a 
less-populated street. 

The Salvation Army 
“drop-in center,” at 39 Bond 
St., between Livingston and 
State streets, Downtown, 
will move within the next 
month to Tillary and Gold 
streets, according to Laura 
DeBuys, a spokeswoman 
for the Salvation Army, 
which operates the center 
for the city’s Department of 
Homeless Services. 

“We have a facility better 
suited for the program,” 
said DeBuys of the site, 
which is around the comer 
from several hundreds units 
of luxury condos that are 
now under construction. 

The move away from 
Bond Street will come as 
welcome news to residents 
of nearby State Street, a 
couple of whom showed up 
at a recent 84th Precinct 
Community Council meet- 
ing to complain. 

“We’ve had an up-tick in 
crime on State, between 
Hoyt and Bond, which most 
people attribute to the intake 
center,” said John Fischer, a 
State Street resident. 

“One woman found a 
guy in her entryway shoot- 
ing up drags, another found 
someone using the vestibule 
as a bathroom. The glassine 
envelopes are back on the 
sidewalks. People are using 
our stoops to do drags.” 

The 24-hour drop-in cen- 
ter has been around since 
1997, and offers three meals 
a day, entitlement assis- 
tance, recreation, individual 
and group therapy, and job 
placement services. 

DeBuys said she only 
started hearing complaints 
recently: “The neighbor- 
hood has changed over the 

Her comments stand in 
stark contrast to those of an- 
other neighbor, Crispin Ro- 
ver, half of the couple that 
found the man shooting up 
in the vestibule. He said the 
center has been a problem 
for years. 

“The police response is 
very good,” said Rover. 
“But because of the drop-in 
center, there’s a lot of 
homeless, mentally ill peo- 
ple. It’s gotten much worse 
over the past three years.” 

Police said they’re aware 
of the illegal behavior. 

“We are there constant- 
ly,” said Lt. Gary Williams 
of the 84th Precinct. “We 
make arrests every week.” 

Fortunately for cops at 
the 84th Precinct, the new 
site for the drop-in center is 
directly next door to their 
Gold Street stationhouse. 


GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 



The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 



139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 
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Each year 350 million cartridges end up in America's landfills. 

Your cartridge is empty, not broken! 

We are a 1,400 store international franchise that has been 
refilling cartridges for 15 years. We know what we are 
doing and we do it well. 

High Quality Inkjet and laser Toner Refills 
Free Pickup & Delivery for Qualified Businesses 

100% Satisfaction Guarantee 

& 
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or Your Money Back 

Cartridge World 

Downtown Brooklyn 

224A Atlantic Ave. 

(Near Court St.) 

(71 8) 554- 

www.cartridgeworld.c 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am -7pi 

1 203 
om/store550 

n, Sat. 11am -4pm 


Saving Energy 

Is COOL! 

A/C's with 
Programable Timers 

DONT WASTE ENERGY! 

We Appreciate Your Business! 


AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 


85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mra«s • (718) 243-0844 


• Local & Long Distance Services 


• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

Casinos 
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• 1 Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

( 718 ) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 



PARK WEST AUTO BODY 


576 UNION STREET (bet. 3rd & 4th Aves.) • BROOKLYN, NY 11215 



Pregnant 

or need a GYN Exam? 



Call MWS OB/GYN for modem, private and caring service. 

Metropolitan Women Service 
OB/GYN 

Angela Wilson, M.D. 

55 Greene Ave. Suite 2B, Ft. Greene 
For Appointment Call 718-398-8100 
Open Days ~ Evenings ~ Weekends 


COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS 



The Secret 

to a ltoautifuL 
G#rden Is 



CLINTON HILL HARDWARE 

for all of your gardening needs 


452 MYRTLE AVE ^ CLINTON HILL 

Between Washington & Waverly 

(3 El Ml 91 

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-1 nm. Sun 11-4 nm 

(7181 - 237-7827 
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Burglary spree hits Main St. in DUMBO 



Realty, Ltd. 

211 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 

brooklynbridgerealty.com 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


A fashionable DUMBO of- 
fice building is in the midst of a 
crime spree featuring a thief 
who knocks through sheetrock 
walls to steal goods. 

There have been nine inci- 
dents in the building, 45 Main 
St., between Front and Water 

building is owned and operated 
by David Walentas, the neigh- 
borhood’s real-estate titan. Wa- 
lentas ’s own offices are in the 
building. 

The crime spree was first men- 
tioned on Curbed.com, a real-es- 
tate-centric Web site. Police re- 
ports analyzed by The Brooklyn 
Paper revealed key details: 

On June 30, two offices were 
broken into on the 10th floor of the 
building. In one of the break-ins, a 
photographer lost nearly $17,000 
in equipment. In the other incident, 
a law firm was hit, though it is un- 
clear what was taken. 
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¥ 
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BOERUM HILL 





r 2222 231 Bergen St.: 6 bedrooms, 4.5 bi 

(718) 596-3333 Includes home-entertainment system 
See our listings: with flat ™ ™ * 3 ' 600 ' 000 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 ^ daycare S boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

\\ 7am-lOpm weekdays, Qam-iOpm weekends 

Hi 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun fi SAFE 
web cams -watcn your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


In one instance, a woman in the 
building confronted the burglar, 
but he escaped, cops said. Police 
have not released a description. 

In all cases, the holes were 
made in areas where the thief 
would not be blocked by furni- 
ture, leading police to believe the 
perpetrator may scout his loca- 
tions by posing as a harmless 
salesman. 

Tenants in the building said 
such sales pitches are common. 

“People walking into your of- 
fice to sell things is part of the 
environment,” said Mike Kelly 
an employee at Hudson Union a 
design firm on the 10th floor, 
where the burglaries happened. 
“I wouldn’t be surprised if the 
thief uses that cover to see where 
to break through.” 

Another worker in the build- 
ing, Alex Zee, said the building 
was a security sieve. 

Walentas acknowledged that 
there had been a spate of recent 
incidents, but told Curbed that 
“cops have been all over it and 
have made some arrests.” 

It is unclear whether people 
have been arrested or merely 
questioned — but officers at the 
84th Precinct said no one had 
been charged. 

Debit dud 

A scammer rang up $ 1 500 in 
purchases after a 52-year-old 
woman left her debit card at a 
store in early June. 

The woman had gone to a 
popular electronics store on 
Montague Street to purchase a 
device to help her find a lost re- 
mote control — but later could 
have benefitted from a similar 
device to find her lost card. 

She later called the store, where 
she believe she left the card, but 
the cleric said it was not there. 

Whoever had it promptly went 
on the $1 500 shopping spree. 

Chewed out 

A man in the middle of a ver- 
bal dispute with another man on 
the Fourth of July clearly was 
willing to take even a bit more 
lip from his opponent — and 
promptly took a bite out of the 
other man’s mouth. 

The incident went from aural 
to oral shortly after midnight 
near the comer of Bond and Liv- 
ingston streets, though the cause 
of the initial dispute is unclear. 

At one point, though, one 25- 
year-old man took a bite out of 
the other’s lip. The biter was ar- 
rested, while the bitee was taken 
to Long Island College Hospital. 

Stolen smokes 

Cigarettes aren’t only bad news 
for smokers, but they’re also bad 
for drugstore owners, too. 

A popular Court Street chain 
was broken into and robbed of 
$400 in cigarettes and cigars on 
July 3. 

The thief broke into the store, 
which is at Joralemon Street, at 
around 10:30 pm by smashing the 
glass on the front door, said police. 

Several security cameras ob- 
served the act, but cops only got 
a vague description of the man. 

Cops say that some thieves 
steal smokes to use as decoys for 
vendors who sell untaxed ciga- 

Bad help 

An elderly woman’s caretaker 
cleaned her out of nearly 


Brooklyn's only Academic Orthopaedic Group Is 
tow Just a Shoe Walk Away... 



33 fficbvk fyVeAt 


Sports Medicine 
Hand Surgery 
Podiatry 

Occupational Medicine 
Physiatry 

Neck and Back Pain 
Pediatric Orthopaedics 


718-270-2045 


D suny 

OWNSTATE 

Medical Center 

University Orthopaedic Associates 


POLICE BLOTTER 


$10,000 on July 7, cops said. 

The 73-year-old woman had 
hired the 53-year-old woman, at 
$125 a week, to help her with 
daily chores. 

To get the money, the septua- 
genarian gave her helper her 
ATM card and account informa- 
tion to withdraw her wages. 

But the younger woman be- 
gan taking out larger amounts to- 
talling $9,655, cops said. 

The woman was arrested. 


Ikea hit again 

A valuable stash of copper ca- 
ble wire was stolen from the Ikea 
construction site on Beard Street 
in Red Hook sometime between 
June 22 and 26, police said. 


hired by the company said he left 
the fenced and guarded building 
site with the copper welding ca- 
ble attached to a large conductor. 
The 1,800-square-foot line was 
cut and missing when he re- 
turned to the waterfront site the 
next Tuesday. Police said that the 
Ikea contractor that reported the 
heist — J.C. Steel Corporation 
— was working with the police 
on an investigation. 

This is not the first time 
thieves have hit the future home 
of Ikea. In January, 250 tons of 
construction rubble was alleged- 
ly stolen from the site. The dirt 
on that dirt was never turned up 
by the police and eventually, the 
investigation was dropped. 

Segway needed 

A 39-year-old hood was ar- 
rested by the cops after robbing a 
44-year-old man on Hoyt Street 
on July 2 at 6:40 pm, police said 

The victim called the police 
on a cellphone seconds after his 
assailant took off running with 
his two pals, who stood lookout 
as the goon threw his victim 
against a wall and stole $70. 

The aging robber didn’t make 
it far from the crime scene, 
which is between Warren and 
Baltic streets, before officers 
caught up with him. 

Bar games 

A crew of underage criminals 
sneaked into a popular bar on the 
comer of Smith and Butler 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


718-832-1266 

Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 
Shabbat: Fri Sundown Sat 9:30am 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 

www. parkslopeshul.org 

Congregation 
Mount Sinai 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avranam 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabb^ Aaron L. Raskin 

Candle ... ^ 
Lighting ^ 

Shabbat Matot-Masei 

Shabbat Chazon 

Fri., July 20, before 8:05 pm 

PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 

Sat. mornings at 10:00 am 


768-1453 A: 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 



82 Livingston Street 

[between Court St. & Boerum PI.] 

FREE Delivery • (718) 260-8870 


Featuring: 

^ Japanese, 

S&? r* 23® 

RESTAURANT 

4 YEAR ANNIVERSARY! 

1 5% off any order of 
$15 or more All SUMMER 

78 Clark Street at Henry St. • Bklyn Heights 

(718) 625-9893 

OPEN 7 DAYS: llam-llpm 

swim 



Fast, Free Delivery to: 
Brooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens, 


sheets on July 3 and stole a 
woman’s wallet, police said. 

The 31 -year-old bar-goer was 
innocently playing a video game at 
around 8 pm when several high- 
school-aged hoods dug into her 
purse and took $51 , several credit 
cards, a Metrocard, a library card 
and an Amherst College ID. 

Police recommend holding 
purses tight, even during a diffi- 
cult round of Deer Hunter. 


88th Precinct 


Foiled again? 

A 14-year-old would-be bank 
robber was foiled by a cop who 
happened to be in the Atlantic 
Avenue branch when the pint- 
sized perp put his failed plan into 
action on July 5. 

At around noon, the would-be 
robber entered the bank, which is 
at Fort Greene Place, and handed 
the teller a note indicating that a 
stickup had begun. 

Officer William Donohue 
happened to be on the scene, 
however, and put the cuffs on the 
minor menace. 

The dead-end kid refused to 
go quietly and straggled against 
both the cop and the teller, injur- 
ing both. At one point, he appar- 
ently resorted to biting, earning 
him the additional charge of as- 
saulting an officer. 

McRobbed 

Was it the Hamburglar? 

A purse belonging to an em- 
ployee of a worldwide burger 
chain was stolen from an employ- 
ees-only breakroom on July 5. 

The 18-year-old employee 
told cops that she had left her 
bag at the start of her shift at the 
franchise, which is in the mall at 
the comer of Flatbush and At- 
lantic avenues. When she re- 
turned to the breakroom at 8:15 
pm, it was empty. 

The bag had contained $39 
and numerous ID cards, includ- 
ing a learner’s permit. 

Vanishing cash 

There are plenty of places to 
hide big loads of cash — banks, 
safes, under mattresses — but a 
man learned on July 6 that the 
passenger seat of his car is not a 
good one. 

A man learned that lesson the 
hard way, when a thief stole 
$4,000 that he had left on the pas- 
senger seat of his 2005 Infiniti. 
The man told police that he had 
parked the fancy wheels on Park 
Avenue between Hall and Ryer- 
son streets at 8 am, and came back 
five hours later to find that one of 
the rear windows was broken. 

Kiddie crime 

A 12-year-old boy was mug- 
ged by a bully who stole his 
iPod as he walked home from 
Fort Greene Park on July 5. 

The victim told cops that he 
was at the comer of North Port- 
land Street and Myrtle Avenue at 
around 7 pm when a 14-year-old 
who had been following him 
shoved him to the ground, hit 
him, and made off with the pop- 
ular digital music device. 

Cleaned out 

Thieves cleaned out a Grand 
Avenue construction site of nearly 
$20,000 in tools on July 4. 

Employees discovered the 
heinous heist when they arrived 
the next morning at the work- 
site, which is near Park Avenue. 
Workers told cops that a gate 
had been cut open and a con- 
struction trailer had had its side 
ripped open. 

Thieves made off with a laptop, 
a printer, a generator, several jack- 
hammers and other items — 
$18200 worth of equipment in all. 

Bagel hole 

A DeKalb Avenue bagel mer- 
chant discovered something not 
quite kosher when he arrived in 
time to make the bagels at 5 am 
on Independence Day. 

The owner of the store, which 
is between Adelphi and Cler- 
mont avenues, discovered that 
thieves had stolen $750 from the 
cash register, which was lying on 
the floor. 

Closer inspection revealed that 
the basement door had been bent 
and opened, and the back door was 
also damaged and unlocked. 

The perps not only got away 
with the cash, but also took a 
$200 stereo. 


Car trouble 

It was a bad week for Ford 
Windstars, as one was stolen and 
another one was broken into. 

In the first case, on July 4, a 
34-year-old woman’s vehicle 
was stolen from the comer of 
Myrtle Avenue and Hall Street. 

In the second case, the follow- 
ing day, another Windstar was 
broken into on Lafayette Avenue 
and Fulton Street. These thieves 
didn’t steal the car, but made off 
with a Sony Playstation Portable 
and the car’s satellite navigation 
system, worth $300. 

— with Ariella Cohen and 
Harry Cheadle 


Correction 

An article about the big 
changes on Schermerhom 
Street (“Schermerhom ris- 
ing,” June 23) reported that 
300 Schermerhom St. was 
on the market. Our article 
erred in stating that the site 
housed the Brooklyn Bu- 
reau of Community Serv- 
ice. The Brooklyn Bureau 
of Community Service is 
actually located a few 
doors down and is not for 
sale. The Brooklyn Paper 
regrets the error. 


Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr. Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professiondl Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 

•Vaccinations 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Skin Disorders 'Microchip Implants 
'Dental Care 'Surgery 
'House Calls 'Lab Tests 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.l 

^ (718) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 
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Heights Vision Center 



132 Montague St. • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 852-1149 

www.doctorstuartfriedman.com 





Your source for specialty toys 
and baby iti 

(718) 222-4271 


THE TAILORED PET 
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• Grooming 

• Supplies 

• In House 
Cat Sitting 


(718) 875-PETS (7387) 

www.thetailoredpet.com 
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Lunch Specials Starting at $5.95 

Monday - Friday 
PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE 
FREE DELIVERY 
OPEN 24 HOURS FRI Sc SAT 

(718) 596-5900 




ORGANIC Coloring & Perms 
Open Tues. to Sat. 10 am - 7 pm 

(718) 834-1934 


Pineapple Walk 

Brooklyn Heights 



LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 
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LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Rolotod To Hoir. Skin & Noils 


27 8th Avenue 


(718) 636-0425 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 
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HARTLEY F. SATNICK £ 

The Only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 
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187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (71 8) 852-9697 • BHgm 
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PARK WEST AUTO BODY 

576 UNION STREET (bet. 3rd & 4th Aves.) • BROOKLYN, NY 11215 

718-875-2495 All work guaranteed & done on premises 


Taking a bite 
out of Smith St 

S ay goodbye to sore gums, and 
any semblance of sanity on the 
new Smith Street! 

The gods of gentrification have fi- 
nally given Boerum Hill homesteaders 
exactly what they need for their luxury 
brownstones / condos / $2,000-a- 
month tenements: a luxury toothbrush! 

The Radius Scuba brush — now 
selling for $10.99 a pop at Smith Or- 
ganic Market on the comer of Smith 
and Bergen streets — is a behemoth 
in the small world of high-end den- 
trifices. It is known for its extraordi- 
nary 6,000 bristle count and a car- 
toonishly wide head that “flexes 
back and forth to remind us to reduce the pressure of brushing,” 
according to the company’s Web site. 

Hot damn ! That’s $ 1 1 and a lot of lingo for a basic hygienic tool 
invented by a guy stuck in jail with a spare chicken bone and some 
gristle wedged in his teeth. 

Such a toothbrush sticks in some craws worse than that bone. 
“You could get you 10 pounds of chicken legs or a steak for the 
price of that toothbrush,” said George Paisanos of Los Paisanos 
Meat Market, a silver-haired soldier of Smith Street’s old guard. 

Of course, Paisanos is not so unhip to modem marketing trends 
that he didn’t offer an alternative to spending $11 on a toothbrush. 
He suggested that the street’s deep-pocketed shoppers spend their 
$12 on his trademark Los Paisanos Oven and Grill sauce, instead 
of the costly cavity fighter. 

“You could get two jars for that price,” he said. 

Another veteran proprietor, Tony Gonzalez of Tony’s Hardware, 
pointed out that a lifetime’s supply of valves could be had for less than 
the cost of one toothbrush. 

“People are strange about the way they spend money,” said Gonza- 
lez. “A guy will come in with a latte from Starbucks that cost $5 and 
complain that my $2.99 valve is too expensive. The valve will keep 
your water flowing for years and the latte will be gone in 15 minutes.” 
You can find a standard toothbrush in a 99-cent store for, well, 99 
cents. So considering that the American Dental Association (motto: 
“Better living through dentistry”) suggests a new toothbrush every 
three months. Scuba users will spend around $40 a year more to keep 
their teeth clean than the person who can get by with the basic model. 

No one is more surprised 
by the popularity of the $1 1 
toothbrush than Mohammad 
Abdulla, co-owner of Smith 
Organic Market and a Park 
Slope resident. 



ing habit either. 

“I was destitute on my friend’s couch and one day I gave him a 
10-dollar bill to pick me up a toothbrush,” Deborg said. “I expect- 
ed $8 back, but I ended up having to pay $2 more and getting [the 
Scuba], It feels so good, I never stopped using it.” 

That was a year ago. 

Deborg, who has moved onto a brother’s couch by now, said 
that the fancy brash makes him feel rich. 

Ariella Cohen is a staff reporter at The Brooklyn Paper 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Taps for Liberty Heights Tap Room: Red Hook’s underage- 
rock club and brewery has been sold to Chris Byrne, frontman of 
the (slightly overage) rock band Black 47 and owner of Rocky Sul- 
livan Bar, on Lexington Avenue near 28th Street in Manhattan. . . . 
On the other hand, a little four-leaf clover of fortune just hit the Red 
Hook Park food vendors, who will be visited on Saturday, July 
14, by celebrity chef Emeril Lagasse of the Food Network show, 
“Emeril Live.” The spice-loving TV chef will be taping a segment of 
the show at the ballfields between noon and four. The Stoop has 
learned. . . . Ran into our pals from Sambazon, the makers of deli- 
cious treats from Brazil’s beloved acai (pronounced ah-sah-ee) berry, 
at the Fancy Food and Confection show at the Javits Center this 
week. They mentioned that the Red Hook Fairway is offering 
such a deal on their sorbet and juices: three pints of sorbet for $10 or 
two bottles of juice for $5. It’s more expensive than Coke, but does a 
can of the so-called “real thing” have 30 times the anti-oxidents as a 
glass of red wine? Also at the fair, we discovered that Staubitz 
butcher shop on Court Street is the only place in Brooklyn where you 
can get those delictable Twin Hen chicken pot pies. 

E-mail Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 




Ariella Cohen 



, Woofs 'n Whiskers, on Summit Street in the Columbia Street Water- 


Nora and Mateo Vidals help out at their parents' 
front District. But for how long? 


Dogs and costumes and 
shrubbery — oh, my! 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A developer’s plan to build 
apartments on a gritty block in 
the Columbia Street Waterfront 
District has turned into a near- 
parody of the old saga of 
builders and their displaced ten- 

In this case, the displaced ten- 
ants are not the needy, the sick or 
the homeless, but pampered cats 
and dogs, fancy costumes, and 


lush foliage. 

The city is now considering a 
request from developer LLJ Re- 
alty to rezone a manufacturing- 
only block of Summit Street be- 
tween Van Brunt and Columbia 
streets, where the Woofs ’n 
Whiskers dog and cat retreat, 
Gowanus Nursery and a set de- 
sign company called Composi- 
tion Studio now thrive. 

The developer plans to build a 
four-story building with 35 units 


— some of which would be eligi- 
ble for tax breaks designed to cre- 
ate below-market-rate housing. 

At a public hearing on the re- 
zoning last week at Borough 
Hall, LLJ Realty argued that the 
zoning change would allow for 
appropriate residential growth in 
the newly desirable waterfront 
neighborhood. But opponents 
said the block had gone to the 
dogs years ago — and should 
stay that way. 


Vet shooter in peerless show 

Callan's photos to be on display at Sunny's 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Our own irascible shutter- 
bug, Tom Callan, who has been 
shooting Brooklyn for the bet- 
ter part of three decades, has 
opened up his files for a retro- 
spective of his work starting 
next Friday in Red Hook. 

Some of our favorite Callan 
shots — many of which first 
appeared in The Brooklyn Pa- 
per — will be on display, lining 
the walls of the equally irasci- 
ble Sunny’s Bar on Conover 
Street. 

More than one toast will be 
raised to Callan at the opening 
night party at 8 pm. 

“Everyone loves Tom be- 
cause he’s a great photographer 
and a real straight shooter,” said 
Brooklyn Paper President Ed 
Weintrob. “That’s not a pun. 
He’s a real stand-up guy.” 
"Photographs by Tom Cal- 
lan" opens at Sunny's Bar (253 
Conover St., at Reed Street in 
Red Hook), July 20, 8 pm. Call 
(718) 625-821 1 for information. 



Tom Callan's famous photo of a New York City firefighter. 


Danielle Vidals, the owner of 
Woofs ’n Whiskers said she 
planned to buy the $20- to $45- 
a-night pet hotel’s brick build- 
ing and backyard when her 
lease expires in 2010, but the 
rezoning would make that pur- 
chase impossible. 

“We can’t compete against 
residential developers and their 
bottomless pockets,” she said. 

Vidals said her company has 
spent hundreds of thousands of 
dollars fixing up the century- 
old-building — formerly an 
auto shop and before that, a 
diner for the longshoremen 
working across the street at the 
Red Hook Container Terminal 
— and equipping the backyard 
with a colorfiil doggie slide, a 
swimming pool and even a pee- 
ready, salvaged fire hydrant. It 
may be impossible for the fami- 
ly-owned business to survive if 
it is forced to move further 
from its Brownstone Brooklyn 
customer base, she said. 

“This is where we live and 
where our customers live, but 
there is nowhere here for us to 
find another piece of affordable, 
open space,” Vidals said. 

The owner of Gowanus Nurs- 
ery, Michele Paladino, shares Vi- 
dals’s concerns. Her store moved 
to Summit Street this year, relo- 
cating from Third Street near the 
polluted canal for which it is 
named after an adjacent business 
bought the land. 

“It is a significant expense to 
move,” said Paladino. “And we 
can’t afford to do it each time 

A spokesman for Borough 
President Markowitz said the 
beep that would take into ac- 
count the displacement of the 
three local businesses when he 
makes his recommendation on 
the rezoning, which will be sub- 
mitted to City Planning before a 
final decision is made. 
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Each year 350 million cartridges end up in America's landfills. 

Your cartridge is empty, not broken! 

We are a 1,400 store international franchise that has been 
refilling cartridges for 15 years. We know what we are 
doing and we do it well. 

Hinh Quality Inkjet and Laser Toner Refills 
Free Pickup & Delivery for Qualified Businesses 

1 00% Satisfaction Guarantee 
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Thou shalt not 
make a noise 



Dana Rubinstein 


F lying in the face of one of the 
commandments of city gover- 
nance — thou shall not offend 
religious institutions — the city is 
following through on its April prom- 
ise to crack down on a Clinton Hill 
church whose members seem to be- 
lieve that their faith in God allows 
them to flout city ordinances. 

The Department of Buildings 
confirmed that belief in a higher be- 
ing does not render one above the 
law by filing a Criminal Court sum- 
mons against the Church of Celestial 
Christ, on Waverly Avenue, between 
Myrtle and Park avenues. 

Neighbors of the Nigerian Baptist church were pleased. 

Since moving to their Clinton Avenue brownstone just behind 
the church in 1999, real-estate broker Doug Bowen and actress 
Gerri LiBrandi have been battling the church as though their 
souls — or at least, their sanity — depended on it. 

According to the couple and other area residents, the church 
has had a rather un-neighborly practice of hosting all-day, un- 
permitted, amplified Sunday services in a building zoned for res- 
idential use and equipped with little soundproofing. And it’s 
been going on for 15 years. 

“They’re just terrible neighbors,” said Bowen. 

But Bowen isn’t the only one heartened by the development. 
The fact that the city is willing to take on a church came as 
welcome news to Derek Araujo, executive director of the Center 
for Inquiry, which advocates for church-state separation. 

“It’s becoming more and more of a problem throughout the 
country, where you’re seeing churches challenging generally ap- 
plicable ordinances and zoning laws, and seeking religious ex- 
emptions,” said Araujo. 

“It’s definitely inappropriate for them to expect special treat- 
ment just because they speak for the religious community,” he 
added. “But because of the special treatment, perhaps they’ve 
come to expect special treatment.” 

Araujo has a point. After all, look at the city’s move just two 
years ago to ban parking-meter fees on Sunday — a practice op- 
ponents derisively dubbed 
the “pay to pray” policy. 

In reinstating the ban, a 
near-unanimous City Coun- 
cil overrode Mayor Bloom- 
berg’s veto, kowtowed to 
religious interests, lost an 
estimated $12 million in 
revenue, and upheld the no- 
tion that prayerful activity 
is somehow of greater val- 
ue than other pursuits. 

But perhaps this church’s 
violations of city laws were 
just too brazen to ignore. 

After all, as of April, the 
owners of the church owed 
about $20,000 for violations accmed over the past decade, ac- 
cording to city records. 

Ayoola Soetan, who handles community affairs for the 
church, said he couldn’t comment for this article. 

But in April, he told The Brooklyn Paper that Bowen’s com- 
plaints were simply not true. He also called one of his neighbors 
“obsessive.” 

“Whatever information you received is incorrect,” he said. 
“They should accommodate us as we accommodate them. We 
are there to do our services and we don’t disturb anybody.” 

The highest authority, of course, will be the court. 

Dana Rubinstein is a staff reporter at The Brooklyn Paper 



THE KITCHEN SINK 

We ran into our Fort Greene pal, Rick Field of Rick's Picks 
pickles, at the Fancy Food Show at the lavits Center this week 
and he gave us our second scoop in as many years: The company 
will unveil a new sublime treat, pickled asparagus, in August. 
Look for Field’s “Whup-Asp” in stores near you. Last year, we 
stunned the world with news that Field would soon introduce 

Smokra, his delicious smoked okra Our other Fort Greene pal 

Marvin Barksdale is determined to attract more yellow cabs to 
downtown Brooklyn. Thanks to his detailed proposal at a trans- 
portation committee meeting, Community Board 2 will study 
his demand for a 24-hour yellow cab stand near the Atlantic Ter- 
minal mall. Good luck with that, Marvin! . . . The Forte — Fort 
Greene’s first modem skyscraper — is looking for some retail ten- 
ants, but insiders aren’t letting on who exactly will fill the ground 
floor. Barry Fishbach, one of the brokers, would only say, “It’s 
an upscale luxury condo building, so we want a retailer that’s con- 
sistent with the image of the building.” . . . Our own Rep. Yvette 
Clarke has snubbed Barack Obama and thrown her weight be- 
hind Sen. Hillary Clinton’s ran for the presidency, citing Hil’s 
commrtment to “[resolving] high unemployment in our inner 
cities, job creation, reducing poverty, gun violence and increasing 
affordable housing.” E-mail Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Hot middle school gets 
suspension center 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city announced it will 
squeeze a center for suspended 
students into one of Fort 
Greene’s best-performing mid- 
dle schools, just days after it 
bowed to community outrage 
and quashed a plan to house a 
similar center in another junior 
high just a few blocks away. 

News of the city’s decision 
reached the principal of the MS 
113 performing arts middle 
school in a June 21 e-mail from 
the Department of Education, just 
a week before the close of the 
school year. 

Principal Khalek Kirkland was 
not pleased. In a strongly worded 
response, Kirkland wrote, “I have 
met with my PTA and my com- 
munity leaders, and we are all op- 
posed to the placement of this 
suspensron srte. 

“With more students and a 
suspensron srte, it will soon be- 
come an overpopulated school 
and undoubtedly fail to provide 
the necessary environment con- 
ducive to learning,” continued 
Kirkland. “Is that the goal — to 
see [it] become a failing school?” 

PTA member James Harris 
was also outraged, especially in 
light of recent gang-related at- 
tacks on students going to and 
from school. 

“It’s absolutely crazy,” said 
Harris. “On May 12, on my 
son’s way home from school, 
he was attacked by five kids 
and beaten up. ... I heard the 
nonsense that the suspended 
students will be separated [from 
the general school population] . 
What will you do, helicopter 
them in and out?” 

The selective performing 
arts school, on Adelphi Street 
between DeKalb and Lafayette 
avenues, will share space with 
no more than 80 suspended stu- 
dents, most from within the 
same school district. The Alter- 
native Learning Center will 


have its own principal, guid- 
ance counselors and staff. Its 
students will not mingle with 
those from the host school, ac- 
cording to the city. 

This is the second recent 
controversy to rile District 13, 
which includes Fort Greene, 
Clinton Hill and Bedford-Stuy- 

In early June, the city tried to 
foist a suspension center on IS 
265, on Park Avenue, between 
Cumberland Street and Carlton 
Avenue. Following an uproar, 
the city withdrew its plan, 


though officials said the plan’s 
death was strictly about limited 
space at IS 265. 

But Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Fort Greene) wasn’t 
convinced. 

“Lo and behold, within 48 
hours [of withdrawing the IS 
265 plan] , they announced they 
were going to site it at MS 113,” 
said lames. “I recognize the 
children have to go to school, 
but the issue is finding a suitable 
location.” 

City policy mandates that 
students who receive a suspen- 


sion of between six and 90 days 
be sent to a suspension center 
rather than be allowed to stay at 

Education Department spokes- 
woman Dina Paul Parks denied 
that the kids who attend such 
centers are a danger to the rest 
of the student body. 

“The notion that we’re bring- 
ing in these completely unruly 
kids who will create havoc is a 
mistaken impression,” said Paul 
Parks. “The idea is to give them 
the instruction they’re entitled to 
legally and morally.” 


Cops grab cameraman 

His lawyer says cops are running wild 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Police arrested a Clinton Hill man on Saturday 
morning after he tried to use his cellphone to pho- 
tograph the arrest of a man on Fulton Street, ac- 
cording to the lawyer representing both men. 

Roland Albright was sitting outside of a phar- 
macy on Fulton Street, between St. James Place 
and Washington Avenue, at around 1 1 am, when 
an undercover narcotics cop, wearing Muslim 
head garb, approached him, according to Al- 
bright’s attorney, Michael Warren. 

“The cop said, ‘Where can I get some drugs?’ ” 
said Warren. “Albright became outraged and said, 
‘I’m a Muslim. Can’t you see? I don’t do drugs. 
Please get away from me.’ Then the cop’s partners 
came over and jumped him and beat him down.” 

The incident might have ended there — but a 
crowd of people gathered around the cops. Among 
them was Eddie Santiago, who pulled out his cell- 
phone and tried to photograph the arrest. 

“One of the officers saw him and ultimately 
came over . . . and handcuffed and arrested [Santi- 
ago] . He was put in an unmarked burgundy van 
and was taken to the [stationhouse] .” 

The NYPD confirmed that Santiago was arrest- 
ed for disorderly conduct, but insisted that Santia- 
go was at fault. 

“He was disorderly and causing a ruckus,” said 
Lt. Pete Martin, a spokesman for the NYPD. “Just 


because someone’s taking a photo, they don’t just 
get locked up.” Martin said that he had no infor- 
mation on the arrest of Albright. 

But Warren, the attorney, said the police arrest- 
ed Albright for resisting arrest and aiding someone 
in the commission of a crime. In the course of the 
arrest, Police abused Albright so badly that “Al- 
bright could hardly walk,” Warren said. 

Warren was himself arrested and allegedly as- 
saulted by cops in June after he and his wife tried 
to intervene as police were arresting a teenager 
suspected of stealing a car and drug possession. 

Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) 
has called on Police Commissioner Ray Kelly to 
dismiss the charges against the Warrens and to dis- 
cipline the cops involved. But NYPD spokesman 
Paul Browne insisted on Wednesday that Warren 

“The individual interfered with a separate ar- 
rest in progress . . . and he resisted when officers 
attempted to place him under arrest for interfer- 
ing,” Browne said. 

“He was issued a desk appearance ticket for ob- 
structing governmental administration, resisting ar- 
rest and disorderly conduct. His spouse was given 
a ticket for disorderly conduct. ... The com- 
plainant’s allegations against the police have been 
referred to the Civilian Complaint Review Board.” 

Warren said his and his clients’ arrests don’t in- 
dicate a trend so much as institutional malfeasance 
within the NYPD towards “communities of color.” 
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Plaza must be 
really 'Grand’ 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 



Chris Cascarano 



G rand Army Plaza is about to 
undergo a massive facelift and 
public reaction couldn’t be 
more, well, um, confused. 

As reported in The Brooklyn Pa- 
per two weeks ago, the Grand 
Army Plaza Coalition, a citizens 
group, wants to calm tra 
bustling circle by eliminating some 
roadways, transforming others into 
two-way streets and giving pedes- 
trians the upper hand over cars. 

It’s a sensible plan, of course — 
after all, that traffic circle has long 
been one of the city’s most dangerous 
intersections and the public hasn’t 
been able to truly experience the majesty of the Civil War memorial 
and recently restored Bailey Fountain in years — but convincing 
people of that isn’t always so easy. I discovered that when I jour- 
neyed to Grand Army Plaza armed with our exclusive schematic of 
the GAPCO plan from our June 30 front page. First reactions from 
people — even those who traverse the circle every day — ranged 
from squinty-eyed confu- 
sion to mouth-open stupe- [ 
faction. 

In short, the plan calls 
for the elimination of the 
roadway that connects Un- 
ion Street to Eastern Park- 
way and the simultaneous 
transformation of Prospect 
Park West and the por- 
tion of Flatbush Avenue 
that runs through the cir- 
cle into two-way streets. 

The plan also calls for 
eliminating a shortcut 
that allows drivers to exit 
Prospect Park roadways 
at Grand Army Plaza and 
enter the circle. 

Naturally, that con- 
fused some people. Phil Marriott, a Park Sloper, took a few min- 
utes to really grasp the beauty of the proposal. 

“A two-way traffic circle?” he said. “I’ve never such a thing.” 
But after studying all the plans ebbs and flows, Marriott was 
convinced. “If they eliminate that road between Union Street 
and Eastern Parkway, it could eliminate the traffic that backs up 
all the way down Union Street to Seventh Avenue. When I real- 
ly look at it, it looks like the 
circle will indeed be safer. 
It won’t be like it is now, 
like that circle around the 
Arc de Triomphe with 
those insane drivers.” 

Alex Beers, who de- 
scribed herself as “41 , with 
two kids and a minivan, 
who is always driving 
through that circle,” also 
balked at the “counter-intu- 
itive” two-way intra-circle 
traffic. But then, she added, 
“When you get over the 
A shock, you realize it’s kind 
of beautiful.” 

It’s more than that, says one of its chief backers, transporta- 
tion activist Aaron Naparstek. Computer simulations done in 
1999 show that the redesign would ran fluidly. And changing the 
direction of streets and filling in empty areas with greenery is an 
inexpensive and simple way of changing the problem, added 
GAPCO member Robert Witherwax. 

The other day, one park user said anything would be better than 
the less-than-grand Army Plaza. “I had to cross six streets so my 
kids could play in the fountain,” said Jonathan Gold of Kensington. 
Chris Cascarano, a student at Columbia College in Chicago, 
is a summer intern at The Brooklyn Paper 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Our own Rep. Yvette Clarke has snubbed Barack Obama 
and thrown her weight behind Sen. Hillary Clinton’s run for the 
presidency, citing Hil’s commitment to “[resolving] high unem- 
ployment in our inner cities , job creation , reducing poverty, gun 
violence and increasing affordable housing.” . . . You gotta love 
Urban Optical on Seventh Avenue. Our editor went in there 
with a broken frame and the technician fixed it for free — even 
after the boss pulled out his wallet and prepared to pay. ... A 
new restaurant. Sidecar, on Fifth Avenue between 15th and 16th 
streets, just opened, serving “contemporary American fare.” It’s 
applying for a liquor license, so for now, the booze-friendly policy 

is BY OB Slopers were coming out in force for a fundraiser for 

Pizza Plus at Southpaw on Friday night. The popular Seventh 
Avenue pizzeria was gutted in a fire in May. . . . Our pals at 
New York Methodist Hospital have been real busy. First, 
they unveiled a new Department of Neurosciences, combining 
neuroscience, rehab and psychi- 




New paint was laid down last week on Ninth Street, providing for a bike lane and left-turn bays. Here, all three types of 
users follow the new configuration. Alas, it's not perfect: At press time, the city had not removed the old paint yet. 

Ninth St makes way for bikes 


By Michael McLaughlin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Department of Transportation kept its 
word and, almost overnight, added bike 
lanes to Ninth Street in Park Slope last week. 

The lanes for cyclists, which run from 
Prospect Park West to Third Avenue, were 
painted on Friday. To make room for them, 
the DOT eliminated one lane in each direc- 
tion for vehicles. 

Unfortunately, the DOT did not immedi- 
ately remove the old road markings right 
away, which created some minor snafus. 

“I haven’t seen any problems, but there’s 
a bit of confusion out there over which lines 
to follow,” said Craig Hammerman, district 
manager of Community Board 6. 

The street was free of apparent problems on 
a recent weekday morning and it was no sur- 
prise to hear a biker praising the new layout. 

“I bike down Ninth Street every morning,” 


said Amy Herrick. “I’m happy about it, be- 
cause it gives me a lane that’s just for me. I 
hope it encourages more people to bike. 

The city is making it easier for bikers to 
ride on the streets. As part of Mayor 
Bloomberg’s long-term green vision, the 
city will paint 1,200 new miles of bike 
lanes, up from just 400 miles currently. 

But drivers were not impressed. The bi- 
cycle trails on Ninth Street mean that people 
in cars are now confined to one lane on each 
side of the street. 

“The two lanes was a much better flow of 
traffic,” quipped Eric Daly. 

Daly’s complaint might mean things are 
going according to plan. One of the Depart- 
ment of Transportation’s stated goals in 
adding the bike lane was also to reduce auto 
speeds on the lightly used roadway. There 
were 274 crashes along Ninth Street be- 
tween 2004 and 2006. 

One driver appreciated the safety that 


comes from separating the two-wheelers 
from the four-wheelers. 

“That buffer of an extra couple of feet is 
nice,” he said. 

But the bike lanes might have unintended 
consequences for people making deliveries. 

“I hate them, because I get tickets for 
double parking in the bike lanes,” said Or- 
lando, who drives a Pepsi track. 

Orlando’s attitude holds greater sweay 
west of Sixth Avenue, where Ninth Street 
becomes far more commercial than it is near 
Prospect Park. This week, many delivery 
tracks blocked the bike lane, just as they did 
before the lane was painted. 

The situation provided a flashback to the 
controversy that resulted after the DOT an- 
nounced the bike lane plan this spring. The 
proposal sparked an unexpectedly heated 
debate in CB6, which eventually endorsed 
the plan by a narrow majority in May after 
several contentious meetings. 


'Block’ busted building is on sale 


By Matt Hampton 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


A Dean Street house, site of a bizarre at- 
tempt to seal in a family that was living in- 
side, is on the market. 

The building at 499 Dean St., in Prospect 
Heights, made headlines last September, 
when then-owner Marc Scheiner started 
demolition even though the Barreto family 
was still inside. 

As reported in The Brooklyn Paper, the 
family awoke one morning to discover con- 
struction crews cinder-blocking every win- 
dow in the building, with the exception of 
theirs, in an attempt to force out the family. 

Those cinder blocks were finally removed 
this spring. The building itself is still in 
shambles from the attempted 

demolition, however, which ex- 

plains why Massay Knakal Re- 
alty Services is marketing the 
$2-million building as a unique 
fixer-upper close to where the 
mostly luxury Atlantic Yards 
development is slated to rise. 

Experts said the building’s 
value would soar if Atlantic 
Yards is built, though neither 
the building’s current owner nor 
the real estate broker handling 
the account returned calls from 
The Brooklyn Paper. 

An employee at the real es- 
tate office did confirm that the 
fisting existed. 

The gentrification that created 
the building’s $2-million pric- 
etag ensnared the Barretos, who 
five in Apartment 2L, last year. 


For years, they claimed that Scheiner de- 
nied them heat and hot water, and threatened 
them with illegal rent hikes. 

But the Barretos outlasted Scheiner, who 
sold the building after the “cinder-blocking 
incident,” said the Barretos’ lawyer, Jen- % 
nifer Levy of South Brooklyn Legal Serv- f 

Now, the Barretos are in discussions 1 
about being relocated while the current own- * 
er renovates the building top to bottom. At £ 
that point, they’U return to a ground-floor J, 
apartment — with their rent-stabilized status § 



For now, they still five in the building, al- LL! 
though the other units are just shells, replete The building at 499 Dean St., bricked 
with missing sheetrock, plumbing and other over in September (right) is for sale 
necessities. (current view, left). 


te discipline, calling 
the decision to merge the three 
fields a “no-brainer” (pun in- 
tended?). Later, the hospital an- 
nounced an “insomnia clinic,” 
where patients will hopefully be 
able to find rest. ... Our pal, and 
contributor, Chris Varmus, is 
pumped up for kickball, and 
wants more people to discover 
their inner children. He’s got 50 
red rubber ball enthusiasts 
signed up for his “Empire Divi- 
sion” league in Prospect 
Park, and needs just 10 more 
to enlist on kickball.com. ... 
Our pal Hollie Rosenberg, 
best known as the stage manag- 
er for the beloved 2005 Fringe 
Fest hit, “SUV: The Musical,” 
is now directing “Richard III” 
at the Brooklyn Lyceum on 
Fourth Avenue. The show has 
remaining performances at 8 
pm on July 23 and 30, and Au- 
gust 6, 13 and 20. Check out 
www.brooklynlyceum.com for 
details, but Hollie assures us 
that her “Dick 3” kicks butt! 

Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Yankee fan thief loses to fast-thinking teller 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Yankee-loving bank rob- 
ber was foiled by a fast-think- 
ing teller who called cops after 
tricking the villain into believ- 
ing she had gone into a back 
room to get some cash. 

By the time cops arrived, 
however, the perp had fled 
empty-handed from the Roo- 
sevelt Savings Bank branch, 
which is part of the Pathmark 
shopping center on 12th Street 
near the Gowanus Canal. 

The incident began at noon 
on July 3, when a man wearing 
a classic blue Yankee cap en- 
tered the bank and slipped the 
teller a note that read, “This is a 
robbery. Do not panic. I have a 
gun. I will use it. Empty your 
drawer [and] remain calm until 
I leave. 100s, 50s and 20s only.” 

The teller, whose name is be- 
ing withheld by The Brooklyn 
Paper, told the perp, “Give me a 
minute. I have to get my keys,” 
and then slipped into a back 
room with her manager, where 
the pair called 911 and activat- 
ed the bank’s silent alarm. 

Cops did not have a good de- 
scription of the Yankee fan thief. 

Just said no 

A 30-year-old woman sur- 
vived a scare with her life intact 
and her cellphone still in her 
possession after two perps sur- 
rounded her on St. Marks Place 
on July 3. 

The woman told cops that 
the two men approached her as 
she neared the comer of Fifth 
Avenue at around 12:30 am. 
One of the men pulled out a pa- 
per-covered object and said, 


“Give me your cellphone or I’ll 
kill you!” while the other man 
approached from the rear. 

But when the woman refused, 
the two would-be assailants fled. 

Punch out 

A teenager had his fancy 
cellphone stolen from him after 
an older man punched him in 
the face on Prospect Park West 
on July 2. 

The teen told cops that he 
was walking near 11th Street 
when the man came over, 
slugged him and then fled with 
the Sidekick phone. 

The boy lives on 10th Street. 


Big swipe 

A perp grabbed a woman’s 
pocketbook as she waited for a 
bus at Grand Army Plaza on 
July 3 — and walked off with 
more than a grand in cash. 

The 28-year-old woman had 
been waiting for the bus at the 
northern end of the awkward 
traffic circle when the thief ap- 
proached from behind. 

The purse contained $1 ,030, 
plus a cellphone and a 30-day 


MetroCard. The victim never 
got a good look at the criminal. 

Tattoo youth 

A pair of perps — one sport- 
ing a racy tattoo — made off 
with thousands in cash and 
electronics in a brazen midday 
robbery at a popular Flatbush 
Avenue pool hall on July 5 . 

An 18-year-old woman who 
works at the billiard parlor, 
which is near Seventh Avenue, 
said she put her handbag be- 


hind the counter at the start of 
her shift at around 2:30 pm, but 
it was missing when she re- 

When she asked around, a 
co-worker told her that he had 
seen a woman leave the pool 
hall with the bag. He described 
her as a white Hispanic woman 
with a tattoo of a topless woman 
on her right arm. 

She and her male accomplice 
sped away in a Mercedes, the 
witness said. 

Later, when the 32-year-old 
checked his own belongings, he 
discovered that his $4,000 lap- 
top had also been taken. 


Glass bash 

Try not to leave your valu- 
ables in your car. 

At least two people were re- 
minded of this safety precaution 
last week in separate incidents 
involving cars, broken glass, 
and lost property. 

In the first incident, a 38-year- 
old woman had parked her car in 
Grand Army Plaza at around 
5:50 pm on July 4. When she re- 
turned to the car minutes later, 
she found the window smashed 
and her wallet missing. 

She lost just $30 — a far- 
less-expensive lesson than the 
one learned by a 32-year-old 
man who had parked his car on 
Flatbush Avenue near the 
Prospect Park Zoo at 1:40 pm 
on July 8. 

When he returned two hours 
later, he saw the broken glass 
and soon discovered that his 
laptop computer was missing. 

Very unsweet 

A popular Ninth Street bak- 
ery was robbed of a computer 
and a cellphone on July 6. 

The perp entered the Paris- 
style bakery at around 2 pm — 
just when all the employees 
happened to be in the basement. 

He grabbed a laptop and a 
phone and left the bakery, 
which is between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues, before anyone 
got a good look at him. 

Good collars 

Two perps were nabbed — 
one with his victim’s cash still 
in his front pocket — minutes 
after mugging a man on the 
comer of Eighth Avenue and 
Second Street on July 8. 


Park 'rapist’ admits to sex P 
but says it was consensual 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The former Trinidadian Olympian ar- 
rested last week and charged with raping 
two women in Prospect Park in June has 
admitted that he had sex with his victims, 
but claims the encounters were consensu- 
al, prosecutors said this week. 

Alvin Henry, who competed for the is- 
land nation at the 2000 Games in Sydney, 
was nabbed on July 1 after what police 
say was a five-rape spree that dates back 
to 2003, when he allegedly raped two 
women in Queens. 

Henry returned to his native country 
Trinidad for four years, but came back 


sometime this year, cops said, and sexual- 
ly assaulted a 15-year-old in Prospect Park 
near Grand Army Plaza on June 1 1 . 

The girl, pretending the encounter was 
consensual , ended up getting Henry’s cell- 
phone number — a move that began a 
chain of events that led to Henry’s capture. 

Four days after the June 1 1 attack, and 
with cops getting closer, Henry shuck again, 
police say, raping a woman who had parked 
on a quiet Prospect Park roadway with her 
boyfriend, an off-duty police officer 

While the couple was otherwise dis- 
tracted, Henry approached with a gun, 
cops said. The couple became separated, 
and Henry raped the 38-year-old woman, 
police said. 


Even as the tabloids were screaming 
about the “Lover’s Lane Rapist,” the cops 
were ready to spring then trap. Calling the 
number that the prior victim had given 
them, they lured Henry to an area of the 
park near Ocean and Parkside avenues. 

The 15-year-old made a positive ID 
and Henry was arrested. DNA samples 
from the two Prospect Park victims con- 
nected the same rapist to all the crimes, 
police said. 

Prosecutors said that Henry’s statement 
that he had consensual sex connects him 
to the rapes. 

He is being held without bail and is un- 
dergoing psychiatric evaluation before his 
next court date on July 24. 
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The robbery occurred at just 
after midnight. The two men 
had approached their victim 
and, after coyly asking for di- 
rections, started punching the 

One of the men screamed, 
“Give me your money,” and the 
52-year-old victim handed over 
$355. 

Cops flooded the zone and 
quickly arrested two men — a 
21-year-old and a 19-year-old. 
The older perp, described as a 
menacing 6-foot-4 and 230 
pounds, still had the cash in his 
pocket. He was hit with rob- 
bery, larceny, assault and ha- 
rassment charges. 

His partner in crime, whom 
police described as an even 
more menacing 6-foot-4, 250- 
pound teen, was charged with 
robbery, assault and harassment. 

No cash swipe 

A retired letter carrier had 
his pocket picked, but he got 
the last laugh over the thief: 
there was no money in the wal- 
let that got lifted. 

The man, who lives on Sixth 
Street, told cops he had gotten 
off a Manhattan-bound R train 
at the Fourth Avenue station in 
Park Slope at around 4 pm on 
July 6 and noticed that his wal- 
let was missing. 

That’s when he remembered 
being josded as the train neared 
the 25th Street station. He could- 
n’t give cops a good description 
of the bumpers, but said there 
was nothing in the wallet except 
a Social Security card and his 
postal pension card. 

TV taken 

A perp smashed his way into 
a Prospect Park West apartment 
during the owner’s month-long 
vacation and walked off with a 
$900 TV set. 

The crime was reported on 
July 8, but the owner said it 
could have happened any time 
after June 13. 

In the interim, an unknown 
criminal pried open a metal 
gate on a first-floor window 
and let himself into the build- 
ing, which is at 13th street. 

He took the 24-inch Sony 
TV and left. 

Wheely weird 

An old Dodge was stolen 
from a spot on Dean Street on 
July 1 , cops said. 

The 60-year-old owner had 
parked the 1992 Spirit — val- 
ued at all of $700 — between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues at 
around 3 pm. When he returned 
around noon the next day, the 
old wheels were gone. 

In an unrelated, though 
equally bizarre, crime, a Third 
Street man told cops that 
thieves tried to steal his 1988 
Pontiac — and even moved it 
from a spot on Sixth Avenue 
onto his street - on June 29. 

The perps damaged the 
steering wheel too, cops said. 


Wheels gone 

At least two other cars were 
stolen off Park Slope streets last 
week. 

A 2002 Suburu Outback was 
stolen from a spot on Carroll 
Street sometime between June 
30 and July 4, and a 2000 Hon- 
da Civic was swiped from its 
spot on Eighth Street on July 5 . 

In the first case, the owner 
told cops that she had parked the 
car between Seventh and Eighth 

In the second, the owner said 
he’d parked between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues. 
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Is Kohen now 
Ridge Ratner? 

D eveloper Andrew Kohen wants 
to build a new Home Depot and 
hundreds of units of housing 
along a vacant Bay Ridge railyard, 
but faced an Atlantic Yards-sized 
backlash from local preservationists 
and Community Board 10. 

In fact, Bruce Ratner’s taxpayer- 
underwritten antics have inspired 
an uprising by community boards 
against developers. 

Locals fear that Kohen’s ambi- 
tions are too large for the surround- 
ing area’s infrastructure and that the 
developer is more concerned about 
his wallet than the interests of the 
community (sound familiar?). 

Of course, Kohen isn’t Bruce Ratner and Home Depot isn’t 
Atlantic Yards. In fact, in many ways Kohen is the anti-Ratner: 
he is accessible (he even speaks to reporters), has a proven track 
record of keeping his word (at least according to CB 10), and is- 
n’t looking to boot anyone out of his house or have the state 
seize private property and turn it over to him. 

But that hasn’t stopped the Ratner cloud from blowing over 
Kohen’s proposal. 

The cynicism of local officials towards developers has hit a 
new high (which is really saying something in Brooklyn). 

Board member — and failed congressional candidate — 
Steve Harrison even accused Kohen of greed at CBlO’s land-use 
committee meeting last month. 

Harrison and others have seized on one aspect of Kohen’s 
project to deride it as Atlantic Yards-lite: Kohen needs a zoning 
change before he can build residential units on the commercial 
land of the railyard at 62nd Street and Eighth Avenue. The re- 
sulting complex would consist of an 1 1 -story building with 216 
apartments (43 of which will be below-market-rate), office 
space, and the 100,000-square-foot Home Depot. 

CB10 members chewed him out — but mostly because they 
could, unlike the three boards around the Yards site, which nev- 
er got to quiz Ratner directly because his project is sponsored by 
the state and, thus, has no 
local oversight. 

When members finished 
their anti-development ser- 
mons, ranging on every- 
thing from the height of 
Kohen’s buildings to the 
size of his carbon footprint, 
they privately said that the 
real problems can be boiled 
down to two things: trust 
and accountability. 

“[Like we’re learning 
with Ratner], we know 
what Kohen is telling us 
and what actually happens 
could be two different sto- 
ries,” one member said. “These projects have a way of spiraling 
out of control.” 

No one could blame local officials for being a little gun-shy 
to gieenlight Kohen after details keep emerging about that other 
developer’s development in that other part of Brooklyn. 

Despite Ratner’s promises to the contrary, it becomes increas- 
ingly clear that taxpayers are actually footing the bill for his 
“privately built project,” and local officials who approved of the 
deal are learning they have no way of holding Ratner account- 
able now that they’ve approved the project. 

So it’s no wonder that other communities are now asking a lot 
more questions. 

But Kohen has an answer for them. “This is not an extension 
of Atlantic Yards, and those who may take that view are sadly 
mistaken,” he said. “Unlike Adantic Yards, there is no vehement 
opposition to this project, and in fact, there is very strong com- 
munity support.” 

Late Wednesday night, CB10 actually surprised me by approv- 
ing Kohen’s rezoning request (see page 4), but the board did as the 
hard questions. So I guess we can thank Bruce Ratner for one 
thing: the current climate of developer distrust could at least force 
developers to start giving answers if they want local support. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Al Gore is coming to Bay Ridge, or at least his movie “An In- 
convenient Truth” is. Gore’s cinematic war against carbon dioxide 
will unspool on July 12 as part of the Narrows Botanical Gar- 
dens free Summer Cinema Series. Bring a hemp blanket and some 
organic snacks. . . . Little Cupcake Bakeshop at 9102 Third Ave. 
has a great red velvet cupcake, but if you order a piece of Oreo 
cookie cake, be prepared to loosen your waistbands — the slice 
sizes are absolutely monstrous! ... State Sen. Marty Golden 
(R-Bay Ridge) may be limping into the Mayor’s race. Our source 
tells us the bum knee that he hurt a few years ago on an elliptical 
machine has been giving him problems again. That sure didn’t stop 
him from shaking every hand and kissing every baby at last week’s 
Independence Day Parade on Third Avenue. ... A country- 
club Democrat? Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) re- 
cently got funding for some new tennis courts and free tennis les- 
sons in the PS 229 schoolyard. The program runs from July 2-Aug. 
24. For information, contact Gentile’s office at (718) 748-5200. . . . 
Hie Bay Ridge Hum is back! The Stoop is getting reports that the 
hum that keeps residents along Shore Road awake on some summer 
nights , is back and as annoying as ever. Many believe it’s the mating 
call of the Oyster Toadfish , so if you’re interested in a little frog 
action, head to the waterfront. E-mail Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Cell tower war off the hook 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s getting ugly on 81st 
Street, where tenants of an 
apartment building — furious 
over the installation of cell- 
phone equipment on their roof 
— confronted workers and 
nearly came to blows with then- 
landlord’s relative after con- 
struction crews began installing 
more phone machinery. 

The trouble began several 
years ago, when the owner of 
301 81st St., Gus Sideratos, in- 
stalled several antennas atop the 
building. 

Then, last Friday, residents of 
the radio active complex awoke 
to find their street blocked off for 
the second time in two weeks so 
a crane could hoist even more 
equipment to the roof. 

Residents of the block 
swarmed around the workers, 
prompting a relative of Sider- 
atos to get into “a really heated 

dent senior citizen” outside of 
the complex, said one witness. 

“There was yelling and curs- 
ing and even threatening as the 
young man accused the senior of 
starting aU the protests and mak- 
ing the petitions,” said one source 
who lives within the building and 
requested anonymity out of fear 
of landlord retribution. 

The confrontation didn’t sit 
well with other tenants and 
neighbors, who are already at a 
breaking point over the lack of 
community say over the instal- 
lation of equipment they be- 
lieve to be unhealthy. 

“There are obviously multi- 
ple issues here, including re- 
ported intimidation by the land- 
lord and his cronies, traffic 
disruptions, and a lack of lead- 
ership by local officials,” said 
Joe Jordan. “Let’s not forget 
about the possibility of adverse 
health issues related to the non- 
stop and involuntary bombard- 
ment of these telecom signals.” 

Tenants filed complaints 
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Cellular phone antennae top this building at 301 81st. St. 


with the Department of Build- 
ing against Sideratos for “stor- 
ing heavy equipment on top of 
roof,” but the complaints were 
dismissed after an inspection. 

A call from The Brooklyn 
Paper to Sideratos’s office was 

But Sideratos is not alone. The 
conversion of rooftops into bea- 
cons for cellphone bars has be- 
come a growing trend all over 
Brooklyn. Companies pay build- 
ing owners big bucks in ex- 
change for a litde rooftop space 
— and most residents enjoy the 
full bars on their phone and the 
flush cash in their building’s gen- 
eral fund. 

But there is so much cellular 
equipment all over the neighbor- 
hood — and virtually no advance 
warning about its placement — 
that residents are revolting. 

Last year, parents of St. 
Anselm’s School fought the in- 


stallation of a Sprint/Nextel 
tower atop a nearby building. As 
on 81st Street, school parents 
didn’t know that the tower was 
coming until a crane showed up 
late one night. 

Parents were able to gamer 
enough negative publicity — 
and political support — to force 
Sprint to change plans. 

Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge) is again in the 
fray, backing the 8 1 st Street res- 
idents. 

Gentile wants governments to 
have a say in the placement and 
number of cellphone towers in 
their communities. 

“The situation on 81st Street is 
a perfect example of why Con- 
gress should amend the Telecom- 
munications Act of 1996 and give 
the people who know what’s best 
for their local communities the 
ability to regulate cell phone tow- 
ers,” Gentile said. 


The councilman also called for 
a study of health issues related to 
cellular equipment. Though there 
is little data to support the claim 
that cellphone radiation is harm- 
ful, most residents are afraid. 

“I have heard that these tow- 
ers can cause cancer, and that is 
what a lot of people are con- 
cerned about,” said Ernie Horn- 
sey, a resident of the 81st Street 
building since 1945. “How can 
they do this when their have 
been no long-term studies to as- 
sure us they aren’t harmful?” 

Reps for cell phone companies 
have insisted that the signals are 
harmless, and assert that not one 
reputable study has shown ad- 
verse health effects. But that did- 
n’t fully satisfy Hornsey. 

“When you have people who 
feel their family’s health is be- 
ing jeopardized and no one will 
listen, they begin to feel desper- 
ate,” he said. 


Slowing down Dahlgren Place 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Residents of Dahlgren 
Place won a small victory last 
month when the city agreed to 
finally install a speed limit 
sign on the fast-moving street. 

The signs are necessary be- 
cause drivers often exit the Ver- 
razano-Narrows Bridge without 
adjusting their speed to the 
slower pace of the residential 
street, said Councilman Vince 
Gentile (D-Bay Ridge), who 
had requested the speed limit 
sign at 92nd Street. 

“Cars come off the bridge at 
40 to 50 miles per hour — and 
since there aren’t many stop 
signs or lights on Dahlgren 



Place, they just continue at then- 
speed,” said Gentile. “The sign 
should remind drivers they are 
not on the bridge anymore.” 

The city speed limit — 
whether posted or not — is 30 
miles per hour. One resident of 
Dahlgren Place wishes the 
speed limit sign would post an 
even lower number. 

“That (the sign) is good 
news,” said the woman. “But I 
suggest they make it even slow- 
er. After all, this is a neighbor- 
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Thief steals time from old lady 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


This lady really lost time. 

A 72-year-old woman re- 
turned to her 87th Street home 
on July 6 to discover her front 
door broken and more than 
$7,500 in valuable watches — 
including a $5,100 Rolex — 
missing. 

The woman had returned to 
her home, which is near Sixth 
Avenue, at 3:45 pm after a short 
stroll. 

Police said that no neighbors 
reported hearing or seeing any- 
thing out of the ordinary. But 
one cop said an arrest is only a 
matter of time. 

Such friends 

An 84-year woman was a 
victim of identity theft — by 
one of her daughter’s friends. 

The woman, who lives on 
83rd Street near Fifth Avenue, 
told cops that a friend of her 
daughter opened up several 
credit card accounts in her 
name, and made $491 in pur- 
chases before the elderly 
woman became aware of the 
fraud on July 7. 

The inside job was easy 
work for the opportunistic 44- 
year-old perp, since her father 
used to do financial work for 
the lady and had still access to 
her personal information. 

Cops have identified the fak- 


er and have issued a warrant for 
her arrest. 

Apartment rob 

A Shore Road apartment was 
robbed while its resident was 
off doing errands on July 6. 

The heist went down at 
around 6 pm. When the 48- 
year-old victim returned after 
an hour walk, he found that his 
front door was open and his 
flat, which is near 72nd Street, 
had been ransacked. 

Double booty 

A pair of purse snatchings in 
as many days both involving a 
gray SUV, cops said. 

The first theft went down on 
July 4, shortly after 9 pm, when 
a 26-year-old woman was 
walking along Shore Road near 
92nd Street. A gray SUV pulled 
up beside her, and an unknown 
man jumped out of the car, 
grabbed her purse, jumped back 
in the gas guzzler and sped off. 

Fortunately, the inconvenient 
truth for this perp was that the 
woman was only carrying $17. 

The second victim wasn’t as 

Two days later, a 25-year-old 
victim was walking on 10th Av- 
enue near 63rd Street at 
8:11pm, when a gray SUV 
stopped next to her. This time, 
the man showed her a gun be- 
fore demanding her purse. The 
woman quickly handed over the 
purse and the driver fled. 

The SUV-driving bandit 
made off with a cellphone, val- 
ued at $400, an iPod and $180. 


62nd Precinct 


Break-in 

A man returned to his West 
Sixth Street home on July 3 
only to discover thugs had 
robbed cash and jewelry after 
his wife had left a side kitchen 
sliding door unlocked. 

The 53-year-old man came 
back to his home, which is near 
Avenue P, at around 2:30 pm. 
Within the three hour span of 
when his wife left for work and 
when he came home, criminals 
managed to take $300, along 
with his family’s priceless jew- 
elry, police said. 

AM attack 

A 22-year-old woman was 
robbed by two thugs who pushed 
and shoved her on July 3 . 

The woman was walking 
home on Stillwell Avenue, near 
25th Avenue, at around 3 am 
when the thugs approached her. 
They shoved her into a tele- 
phone pole and snatched her 
purse, which contained $70, 
along with her credit and debit 
cards, police said. 

After the attack, the tag team 
fled down 84th Street. 

Nuisance 

A 66-year-old had her purse 
robbed at gunpoint in the lobby 
of her Bay 38th Street building 


by the very same thug she held 
the door for just minutes before 
on July 4. 

The terrifying incident began 
at 1 pm, when the victim went 
to check her mail within the 
building, which is near Cropsey 
Avenue. The thug rushed her 
from behind and attempted to 
take her pocketbook. When she 
resisted, he pulled out his silver 
pistol and told her, “Give me 
the bag and don’t follow me 
out. I will shoot you.” 

The victim gave him the 
purse, which contained $90, 
along with her credit and debit 
cards, police said. 

Holiday rob 

A Bensonhurst man returned 
to his Bay 35th Street apart- 
ment and found thugs had ran- 
sacked his bedroom and taken 
his hard-earned cash on July 4. 

The victim returned to his 
apartment, which is near Ben- 
son Avenue, at around 4:30 pm. 
The thugs had rummaged 
through his things, taking 
$6,000, along with a new Sam- 
sung TV, police said. 

Teen bust 

A teen who had his bicycle 
and his cellphone robbed on 
July 6 helped police catch three 
of the four thugs who attacked 


The victim was biking on 
Bay Parkway near 80th Street 
at around 11:15 pm when the 
perps approached him and 
pushed him off the bike. Next, 
two of the thugs rummaged 
through his pockets, taking his 
cellphone. 

But the attack didn’t end 
there. After taking his property, 
all four proceeded to punch and 
kick the teen as he lay on the 
pavement, police said. 

Fortunately, two witnesses 
saw the whole thing, helped 
him chase down the punks, and 
then held them until police 
showed up. 

Bank rob 

A bank robber knocked off a 
New Utrecht Avenue branch for 
$2,516 at around 5:30 pm on 
July 6, police said. 

The perp came into the 
bank, which is near 71st Street, 
and passed a note to the 
cashier: “Give me your money. 
I have a gun. You have 3 sec- 

The teller complied with the 
robber, giving him the money 
along with a new blue friend, a 
dye pack that explodes after a 
few seconds. 

Cops locked down all the 
subway stations in the vicinity 
of the bank, but they came up 
empty, allowing the thug a 
clean (minus the paint) get- 

Car store swipe 

An 18th Avenue auto store 
owner had his wallet stolen 


right out of an onsite toolbox on 
July 1. 

The 55-year-old owner of the 
store, which is near 86th Street, 
noticed the break in at around 4 
pm, when he went looking for 
his wallet. The thief got away 
with $110, including debit and 
credit cards, police said. 

Teen turmoil 

A 14-year-old had his cell- 
phone stolen after two thugs at- 
tacked and robbed him in front 
of a Bay Parkway grocery store 
on June 29. 

The victim was in front of 
the store, which is near Bay 
Ridge Avenue, at around 1:15 
am when the criminals ap- 
proached the teenager. Without 
any warning, the two punks 
started to throw milk crates at 
the victim and then swiped his 
phone, police said. 

The perps fled with the 
portable phone in hand. 

Forgiveness? 

A woman had her car stolen 
right in front of her very eyes 
when a punk used a traffic acci- 
dent as cover for him to swipe 
the wheels on June 29. 

The woman was driving on 
15 th Avenue and 77th Street at 
around 9:30 am when a punk 
driving a stolen grey Nissan 
plowed into her car from be- 
hind with, cops said. After the 
two exited their vehicles to dis- 
cuss the situation, the thug pro- 
ceeded to jump into the 
woman’s silver Hyundai, and 
sped off towards New Utrecht 
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Avenue, police said. 

The victim was unable to 
identify the punk in a police 
lineup. Cops are hunting for the 
car, which has the New York 
plate number BAW95 17 

Sleeping beauty 

A woman asleep in her 78th 
Street apartment received the 
wake-up call of a lifetime when 
her friend’s ex-boyfriend broke 
in and tried to kidnap her on 
June 29. 

She heard the punk break 
into the apartment, which is 
near 17th Avenue, as he was 
prying open her bedroom win- 
dow at around 1 am. 

Once inside, he left the bed- 
room for the living room to 
snatch up his former girlfriend, 
who was sleeping on the couch. 
But she woke up, slipped his 
grasp and hid in the bathroom. 

The 43-year-old disgruntled 
lover fled, but was later caught 
by police. 


Are we lost? 

A 61-year-old SUV owner 
had his navigational system tak- 
en on June 28. 

The owner of the 2006 Toy- 
ota Rav 4 parked the car on 
71st Street and 17th Avenue, 
but when he returned the fol- 
lowing morning, the driver’s 
side window was smashed and 
the satellite guidance system 
was gone. 

Home front rob 

A 78th Street man was 
robbed at gunpoint right in front 
of his building on June 26. 

The victim was approaching 
the building, which is near 20th 
Avenue, at around 1 am when 
one thug pulled out a black pis- 
tol. The other rifled the victim’s 
pockets, taking his cellphone, 
and a wallet that contained $20, 
police said. 

The two punks fled down 
78th Street. 


Pol pushes 
for black 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

One pol is willing to do anything I 
to get lads excited about books — 1 

even if that means recruiting a little 
hocus pocus to accomplish the task. 

Last Monday, state Senator Marty 
Golden (R-Bay Ridge) announced 
plans for a block party in honor of the 
release of “Harry Potter and the Deathly 1 

Hallows,” the last in author JJC. Rowling’s 


The blessed event would take place on Friday, July 20 in front of 
the Bookmark Shoppe. 

As he made his announcement, Golden (above) was greeted by a 
handful of fans (Potter fans, that is) and two young wizards in full 
garb. 

“I love Harry Potter because he can do anything,” said the young 
magician from under his golden wizard hat. 

Golden shared the young lad’s sentiment. 

“I am a big Harry Potter fan, and I can’t wait for the new book to 
hit the shelves,” he said. “I myself have stayed up many a sleepless 
night reading these books.” 

(Some political insiders joked that it’s no wonder that Golden is 
such a fan of black magic — he’ll need plenty if the Conservative 
Republican is going to be the next mayor.) 

Kids and pols aren’t the only ones caught-up in Potter-mania. The 
appeal of Potter is universal, according to Shoppe owner Bina 
Valenzano. 

“Harry Potter casts a spell on all ages,” said Valenzano. “It is es- 
sentially the story of a boy who is bullied and picked on, who is then 
swept away to a magical place where he is important and loved.” 

The "Harry Potter Midnight Bash" is scheduled to begin at 8 pm 
on July 20 in front of Bookmark Shoppe (8415 Third Ave.) and con- 
clude at midnight, when the book is officially put on sale. 



Update: CB10 
backs 'Depot' 

By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A developer’s plan to build a new Home Depot and 214 units 
of housing along a vacant Bay Ridge railyard got a big thumbs 
up from Community Board 10 late Wednesday night, despite 
weeks of controversy over the proposal. 

The board vote was 30- 1 1 . 

The vote came only a week after CB 10’s Zoning and Land-Use 
Committee not only rejected developer Andrew Kohen’s request for 
a zoning change on the commercial land in the railyard at 62nd 
Street and Eighth Avenue, but also made him stand for two hours 
while members berated him. 

The developer needs the rezoning so he can build the profitable 
residential units in the complex, which would consist of an 1 1-story 
building with 216 apartments, office space, and the 100,000-square- 
foot Home Depot (see rendering above). 

On Wednesday night, CB10 members again complained about 
the project’s size, but the majority of members supported the proj- 

Board member Steve Harrison, an outspoken critic of Kohen’s, 
even flipped his vote, in part due to a strong call to action by Coun- 
cilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge). 

“This project will bolster the area, spmce up the surroundings and 
provide significant employment and housing,” Gentile said. 

Kohen, who sent several minutes before the meeting praying qui- 
etly near the entrance, was gratified by the news. 

“Unless people stop having babies and looking for jobs, then we 
need development,” said Kohen. 
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LETTERS 


Longfellow deserves serenade, not dishonor 



against difference and individual expression? 

Now, more than ever, we need freedom of thought, liberty, and expression, 
not another medium that attacks differences. Kudos to the artists of the United 
Studios of Eldert. Cristopher Rodriguez, Bushwick 

Editor's note: No offense intended. This newpaper always stands strongly in defense of free- 
dom of expression, as our letters column demonstrates. 
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To the editor, 

I think it is a mistake to dismiss the 
proposal to rename PS 94 from the 
Henry Longfellow School to the 
“School of Diverse Languages and 
Cultures” as an act of “political cor- 
rectness” (“School’s memory short on 
Longfellow,” June 23). Writer Chris 
O’Connell laments the “all-too- Amer- 
ican practice of forgetting the past” 
while forgetting himself that the past 
is built on its own version of political 
correctness, which, in America, pro- 
moted a Euro-centric vision of our 
country. 

While I don’t expect to see Fred- 
erick Douglass on the dollar bill any 
time in the near future, small 
achievements like reminding stu- 
dents that they are part of a culturally 
vibrant society should not be dis- 
counted as mere window dressing. 

David Terhune, Cobble Hill 

To the editor, 

I was disappointed in your recent 
article about the requested name 
change at PS 94. 

The article was far too subjective 
for the front page of a newspaper. 
Phrases like “crash on the rocks of 
political correctness” and “the jar- 
gony name change” have no place in 
a news article. As the old adage goes, 
journalists should show, not tell. 

If you’re convinced that the name 
“School of Diverse Languages and 
Cultures” is jargony, you should trust 
that that will be clear to your readers 
from the name itself, without your 
having to add the label. 

That said, the proposed new name 
is certainly relevant to the current 
student body. PS 94 works hard to 
celebrate the many cultures and lan- 
guages of its students while integrat- 
ing them into a single community. 
The school has embraced dual-lan- 
guage education, which lets native 
English speakers learn another lan- 
guage while helping immigrant chil- 
dren learn English. PS 94 offers dual- 
language programs in both Spanish 
and Chinese, the only school in the 
city to do so. In an international city 
like New York, I feel that every child 
should learn a second language, and 
I applaud PS 94 for making that pos- 
sible for so many of its students. 
Longfellow would surely agree. 

Mary-Powel Thomas, Boerum Hill 

Education Council for District 15 

No, she’s wrong! 

To the editor, 

Letter writer Amanda Sawyer of 
Park Slope recently complained 
about the new businesses in her 
neighborhood, one of which I have a 
particular interest in (“Wrong on 


Fourth Av.,” June 23). 

I am the wife of the owner of 
Mule Cafe and I can assure you that 
our garden has never been packed 
with drinkers on a weekday evening. 

My husband puts in many hours 
trying to make Mule a viable busi- 
ness in a once-dangerous stretch and 
often closes the place himself. 

We are not open past midnight 
and have never had a loud crowd in 
our serene garden. 

We are sensitive to our neighbors’ 
concerns, and, as a result, have yet to 
receive a phone call or complaint 
about our business. 

I cannot speak for Cherry Tree, 
another establishment Sawyer cited, 
but am familiar with them as neigh- 
bors. I would not be surprised that 
they would surely oblige any request 
to tone down their outside noise. 

Cafes, bars, restaurants and city 
life go hand in hand and I do believe 
with proper communication there is 
much room for living harmoniously. 

Tara Sansone, Park Slope 

And so is he! 

To the editor, 

Your letters section recently fea- 
tured a missive from Mark Brennan 
that featured a cheap shot that off- 
handedly associated atheism with 
Communism and Fascism (“Sus- 
pended disbelief,” June 23). Brennan 


has it absolutely backwards. 

The evils of Communism and 
Fascism were not so different from 
the evils of any religious system that 
allows sociopaths to gain power us- 
ing religious beliefs. 

Communism and Fascism were 
both secular religions with their own 
prophets, sacred texts, belief systems 
and rituals; from Marx and “Das 
Kapital” to Hitler and “Mein 
Kampf.” Neither of these historical 
movements was “about” atheism and 
atheism is not about any particular 
social organization. 

More to the point is that religions, 
communism and fascism each enable 
and elevate those who might be most 
intent on achieving social control. 

A part of today’s gathering wave 
of discontent with our president and 
vice president is recognition of the 
disconnect between their support of 
religion, their use of moral language, 
and the immoral outcomes of what- 
ever they become involved with. In 
fact, that pair is enough to make any- 
one doubt that there is a God. 

Alan Rosner, Prospect Heights 


Make plaza Grand 

To the editor, 

I am happy to see that someone is 
trying to bring order to the chaos that 
is Grand Army Plaza (“The Squared 
Circle,” June 30-July 7). Somehow 
though, there doesn’t seem to be an 
understanding of what actually hap- 
pens on the side streets leading into 
and from the plaza — and, as such, 
the proposed solutions only create 
equally disastrous ones. For example, 
where does the traffic go that regularly 
travels up Union Street to Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Avenue if there 
is no direct route to these streets? 
They’ll probably head up St. Johns 
Place, where they’ll create even more 
dangerous conditions. 

I suspect that the willingness of the 
city to work on Grand Army Plaza 
with neighborhood folks is a diversion 
from focusing on the more serious 
traffic problems on Flatbush, Adantic 
and Fourth avenues, problems that the 
Department of Transportation has ig- 
nored since at least the 1960s and 
whose solutions extend all the way 
into Manhattan. 

The city has refused offers of help 
from professionals and watched idly 
as those problems are being exacer- 
bated by all the development in 
Downtown Brooklyn and especially 
by the proposed super mega-devel- 
opment of Atlantic Yards. 

Bob Ohlerking, Park Slope 

It’s no ‘payoff’ 

To the editor, 

If you had done a little research in 
your recent story about the Khalil 
Gibran Academy (“Boerum Hill 
school gets Gibran payoff,” June 30), 
you would have learned that these 
“perks” are not “rewards” by any 
stretch of the imagination. 

In fact, the Department of Educa- 
tion has promised to make sure the 
School Construction Authority actual- 
ly builds a long-planned and already 
fiinded technology lab in our school. 
The SCA’s inability or unwillingness 
to get the job done caused the school 
to cancel its technology program alto- 
gether last year. Promising to get the 
lab built is not a “reward”; it is simply 
doing what they were supposed to 
have done already. 

The reason that the Parent-Teacher 
Association insisted that the Depart- 


ment of Education put its promises 
into writing was to make the agency 
accountable for so many broken 
promises of the past. 

Perhaps that should have been the 
theme of your article: Why don’t par- 
ents trust the Department of Educa- 
tion, the entity responsible for edu- 
cating our children! 

Katia Lie f, Cobble Hill 

Pool partier 

To the editor, 

I am thrilled that we will have the 
use of the Floating Pool this sum- 
mer (“Everybody in the barge,” 
June 30). When the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park development plans 
were first shown to the neighbor- 
hood, the one thing I wanted to see 
was an outdoor pool. I have back 
and leg problems and have been 
told to walk in the water. My doctor 
is also thrilled about the pool. 

Mona Bregman, Brooklyn Heights 

Smells a Ratner 

To the editor. 

After the Assembly mined an oth- 
erwise worthy extension of the 421a 
law by including special breaks for 
Atlantic Yards and Brace Ratner 
(“Brace Boost,” June 30), I wrote the 


ident, Marty Markowitz: 

Dear Marty: 

You and I may have some differ- 
ences on Atlantic Yards, but in gener- 
al I have been supportive of the are- 
na and the affordable housing that 
Bruce Ratner proposes to build. But 
the latest handout to FCR by the state 
legislature has me appaled. You have 
always been a staunch supported of 
affordable housing, I ask you take a 
principled stand on this matter. Tell 
Gov. Spitzer that the added support 
for Atlantic Yards is really beyond 
any reason. Even ACORN, one of 
the biggest supporters of Atlantic 
Yards, has called the carve-out for 
Ratner “bad public policy” because it 
provides hundreds of millions in tax 
money for luxury housing. 

Enough is more than enough. The 
legacy of Atlantic Yards will be di- 
rectly on your watch. Spitzer should 
veto the bill and tell the legislature to 
pass 421 -a reform without this boon- 
doogle for Ratner. 

Sidney Meyer, Boerum Hill 

F express now! 

To the editor, 

Based on the article “Can I get an 
express F, please?” (June 23), I sup- 
port Gary Reilly’s petition. 


reality, then the G line should be ex- 
tended to Coney Island and the F line 
could skip some stops. 

As it is now, every time the G 
train gets to Smith/ Ninth Street, 
many passengers are left waiting for 
the F train — and most of the times it 
is already full. 

One more thing: the G line and the 
F line are the worst lines in the sub- 
way system. The G line is always 
with three or four cars instead of the 
regular eight or 10 cars. 

The worst lines in the subway sys- 
tem happen to be in the most popu- 
lated borough of New York City. The 
people of Brooklyn deserve better. 

John Gilbert, Jr. Boerum Hill 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 

ter). Letters may be edited and will not 


Editor's note: We received so many letters during our Inde- 
pendence Week vacation that we chose to let our readers fill 
our opinion page. Don't worry, though. Our award-winning 
editorials will return next week. 
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‘Local’ writer Brian 


Wood sees 


the borough’s comic value 


By Chris Varmus 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

S ome people are drawn to Brooklyn, but 
in the case of Park Slope-based comic 
book artist Brian Wood, the borough is 
drawn to him. 

What Wood is perhaps best known for is 
“DMZ” — shorthand for demilitarized zone 
— a comic that explores a war-tom and 
deeply misunderstood New York. Sand- 
wiched between two sides of a civil war be- 
tween the “Free States” (New Jersey and 
what lies westward) and the “United States 
of America” (Brooklyn and Long Island), 
Manhattan becomes a staging ground for 
countless battles and blasts. 

Readers travel through the city with rookie 
photojoumalist protagonist Matty Roth, hit- 
ting Red Hook, DUMBO and Park Slope 
along the way. And life goes on. No one in 
the war zone is forced to eat rats or pigeons. 
In fact, they grow organic gardens on their 
rooftops — even amidst enemy mortar fire. 

“‘DMZ’ reflects real divisions in our coun- 
try and society, because Brian is incredibly 
knowledgeable and aware [of] cultural and 
political events,” said James Lucas, Wood’s 
editor at comic publisher Oni Press. “He’s 
just tapped in.” 

Wood arrived at the medium relatively 
late, when he was already an art student at 
Parsons in 1997. “I walked blindly into a 
comic shop,” he said, “and suddenly I saw 
that comics weren’t the pulpy stuff from my 
childhood, but had evolved into a mature and 


Stoop-er hero: Park Slope's Brian Wood, 
mortalized the borough in his comic books. 

sophisticated medium.” 

Inspired by the “really smart and cool” 
comics that he discovered, he made a comic 
book of his own as his final project. At that 
time, Wood was concentrating on being an 


Taking a series of Web site design jobs 
iring the dot-com boom, Wood dropped out 
the comic world for a few years. In 2000, 
comic artist Warren Ellis offered him 
iting job on Marvel Comics’ “Generation 
a spin-off of the highly lucrative “X- 
Men” franchise. Wood worked on 12 is- 
ues before he returned to independent 
comics in 2001, producing several 
graphic novels and miniseries. 

In 2003, Wood quit his day job as 
a designer at Rockstar Games (the 
video game company best known for 
“Grand Theft: Auto”), and teamed with 
artist Becky Cloonan to create 
“Demo,” a monthly comic series that 
was the start of the single issue, “done- 
in-one” format that’s all the rage in in- 
dependent comics. 

The “Demo” format proved so 
that Wood went on to replicate it 
his 12-issue series “Local.” 

“Local” differs from its predecessor in that 
focuses on one character, Megan McK- 
nan, whose arc is gradually traced through 
series, even if she is not always the pro- 
mist within each issue. This difference 

led “Local” down its own path; Wood 

imagined in DMZ s world, has im- re f ers to it as “transcending its ‘done-in-one’ 
format to really be about Megan’s story, her 
life, that progression over time”. 

artist, but he did all the writing as “a control Each issue documents a local scene of 
thing,” he said. some kind and always in a different town. In 

These days, Wood does all of the writing, Local #6, for example, Megan finds herself 
but leaves the drawing to illustrators like sharing an apartment in Park Slope and bar- 
Ryan Kelly. See BRIAN WOOD on page 10 




Flyby 

For plenty of commuters, the Brooklyn Bridge is a 
symbol for being stuck in traffic, but for the artists at the 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artist’s Coalition (BWAC), a show 
beneath the bridge is all about flight. 

“Still Flying,” which opened on June 30, is the 25th 
annual outdoor sculpture 
show by BWAC, and sits 
along the DUMBO Wa- 
terfront. 

The location inspired 
the aviation-themed show, 
said co-curator Ursula 
Clark. “The wind in that 
area suggests movement 
and helps [enhance] the 
idea of flying,” she said. 

Metal artist Doug Ma- 
kemson’s work, “Swoop- 
ing II,” pictured, fits in perfectly. His metal bird, made 
from lawnmower and tractor blades and caught mid- 
flight, has the appearance of flying over the East River. 
What about the real, live birds in the park? “They 
might think it’s a good place to land,” he said. 

"Still Flying" is up through Aug. 25 in Empire- 
Fulton Ferry State Park and the park at the foot of 
Washington Street in DUMBO. For information, 
visit www.bwac.org. — Katie Newingham 



nxm 


Mature magic 


The students of Hogwart’s School of Witchcraft will 
be the only teens in the room at Word bookstore on July 
20. While the shop is having a party to celebrate the re- 
lease of “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows,” the fi- 
nal book in the popular series, no 
kiddie conjurers will be allowed. 

“It’s really the adults who are 
reading ‘Harry Potter,”’ Word 
owner Christine Onorati told 
GO Brooklyn. While kids usu- 
ally swarm her store, Onorati is 
hoping to give the expected 
100 grown-ups a place to 
drink from her cauldron 
without having to dodge 
mini-Voldemorts under foot. 

Adult fans like Judy Nylen, 65, of 
Sunset Park, are glad to have the chance to mingle and 
enjoy themselves outside of the all-ages events at oth- 



“Every year at Halloween I have my own ‘Harry Pot- 
ter’ party for adults,” she said. “I’m just obsessed with it.” 
The Word party will take place at 11 pm on July 
20 at Word (126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint). Admission is free. For information, 
call (718) 383-0096. —Adam Rathe 


cmn 

Soul patrol 

The McCarren Park Pool usually draws a crowd 
for its rollicking rock shows. But on July 15, the 
venue’s organizers are banking on Brooklynites 
showing up to see something just a bit different. 

Making its New York City debut, the six-year-old 
“Ponderosa Stomp” is a celebration of “American roots 
music” — an umbrella 
term for blues, jazz, coun- 
try, reggae and soul that 
led to early rock ’n’ roll. 
Unsung heroes including 
Tommy McClain (pic- 
tured) — all influential, if 
not widely known — will 
perform backed by mem- 
bers of Yo La Tengo. 

The event’s founder, 
Dr. Ike, knows that Brooklynites might be resistant to 
these old-fashioned sounds, but thinks that with open 
hearts and ears, locals will find something they like. 
“The whole idea is to educate the public about the 
contributions and effects on American culture of these 
great pioneering musicians,” Ike told GO Brooklyn. 

"Ponderosa Stomp" will take place at 3 pm on 
July 15 at the McCarren Park Pool (Lorimer Street 
at Bayard Street in Williamsburg). Admission is 
free. For information, call (718) 302-5050. 

— Sarah McCormick 



WHAT'S FOR DINNER? 



Busy Chef helps you answer the "what's for dinner?" 
dilemma by offering wholesome, convenient, great- 
tasting meals you can feel good about eating and 
serving to your friends and family. 

Everything we make is not only delicious, it's good 
for you too. So stop in and pick up dinner and get 
to what's great about life., living, 

busyCHEF 

Time for something good 


60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 

718 . 624.3182 
www. busy chef. biz 


“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’.. 
‘WONDERFULLY PREPARED CUISINE’ and a ‘TERRIFIC WINE LIST.’ 
‘BROOKLYN PRICES’ save the day!” -2007 Zagat Survey 
PRIX FIXE THREE COURSE DINNER ($25 per person Sun-Thurs, $35 per person Fri & Sat) 


TEMPO 


256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 



Italian Restaurant f/) 
& Brick Oven Pizza 

• Lunch & (JtyjhtCy Specials 

• ‘Wood “Burning Pizza 

• Desserts & Coffee • Beer & ‘Wine 

• Private Parties ^Available 10-100 Persons 

232 Vanderbilt Ave. 

(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) 

(718) 789-5663 


y 

UNDER THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 

at Water Street Restaurant 


\ WEDDINGS • BRIDAL SHOWERS | 

> BIRTHDAYS • BAR MITZVAHS f 
^ 4 .FAMILY & CLASS REUNIONS | j, 

* CKir irCUEKIT DADTICfi 




ENGAGEMENT PARTIES 
CORPORATE EVENTS 
FUNDRAISERS 




An Exceptional meal. 



RISTORANTE 

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 
718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner ■ Free Valet Parking 


66 Water Street • DUMBO • (718) 625-9352 

waterstreetrestaurant.com 





















8 AWP 


July 14, 2007 


r 


— 


I Hate Margarita Mix! 

By Darrin Siegfried 


I Margarita mix! Now, I love a good, 
A cold Margarita, straight up, salt the 
rim, please. It’s one of my favorite cocktails, 
and one that becomes even more popular 
when the weather turns hot It’s potent with- 
out being overpowering, refreshing, and has a 
delicious balance of sweet and sour that keeps 

make a Margarita with one of the mixes and 
you end up with something other than a 
Margarita Take a minute to read the list of 
ingredients on the Margarita mix package and 
ask yourself if you really want to put that 
chemical swamp into your body. 

Like all classic cocktails that have 
lasted over the years, a good Margarita is 
fairly easy to make. Here’s my favorite 
recipe, from my friend Dale Degroff. Dale 
is known as “The King of Cocktails” and is 
the author of: “The Craft of the Cocktail”, 
the finest book that I know of on the 
Barman’s art. It should be on every bar- 


ut better 


helf, a 


profes- 


The Original Margarita 

1 1/2 oz. 100% blue agave plata Tequila 
3/4 oz. freshly squeezed lime juice 
1 1/4 oz. Cointreau 

Shake together all ingredients with fresh id 


cocktail glass (Be careful to avoid the inside 
of the glass, or you’ll have salt in your 
drink.) Dip the edge of the glass into Kosher 

that half of the outside edge of the glass is 
coated. Strain the drink into the glass. 

Simple? Yes. Delicious? Absolutely! 
There’s one very important rule to follow: 
use good ingredients, starting with the 
Tequila. During the days of Prohibition 
bartenders had to be wizards, since the 
liquor that they had to work with was usu- 
ally pretty bad. The law kept most of the 
“real” booze from getting into the country 
and locally made was all there was. Making 
a good tasting drink from this was an art, 

today came out of those bad old days. Since 
we have a wide selection of liquors avail- 
able to us at reasonable costs, start with 
good alcohol. True Tequila is made from 
100% blue agave. Most of the commercial 
brands use the bare minimum of 51% agave 


required by Mexican law, with the remain- 

the US is really nothing more than artifi- 
cially flavored Vodka, with no agave at all 
used in making it. 

My Tequilas of choice for a Margarita 
are Centenario Plata, Heiradura Silver and 
Patron Silver, Plata, or Silver, is imaged 
Tequila. It is clear in color or may have a 
faint greenish cast. Anejo is slightly aged, 
traditionally in redwood barrels, but more 

mum of only six months of aging, 

have a light smoky taste, still good for 
mixed drink. The oldest, darkest and mo 
flavorful Tequila is labeled Reposado, and is 

mixing, preferring to enjoy it the way I 
would a fine brandy, sipped slowly after a 
meal, no lime or salt, thank you. 

Why Cointreau? Cointreau belongs to 
the group of fruit brandy-based liqueurs 
called Triple Sec, which means “triple dry”. 
In reality triple sec is sweet and has a tart, 
slightly peppery orange peel flavor which 
should come only from Curasao (ku ra SAH 
oh) oranges. Cointreau is the finest triple 
sec available, and one of the only brands to 
use Cura9ao oranges instead of artificial 
flavoring agents. If you’ll take the time to 


alongsidf 




s, you 1 


understand why I use nothing else. It will 
the real thing, and your drinks will taste 
Nothing beats fresh fruit juice for 
pare. Be your own judge: taste a bottled 
and make up your own mind. Limes have 
years, so buying a bagful for a party won’t 
Pressing down firmly on the side of each 
table top. This will help to break up the 


juice... and use a juicer to squeeze the juice 
citrus reamer can be picked up at a house- 

I think that you’ll agree, a well-made 
Margarita is a delicious drink, and it’s really 
simple to make an authentic one: no mix 



ed % 211 Fifth Avenue 

hite (bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 

&I jllbblV Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-8pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 
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erie (260 Fifth 
’ark Slope)_ac- 


Bastille bites 

Let us eat cake — and a whole lot more 
at this weekends French holiday feast 


O li 

& 



I n July 15, Smith Street will look a 
e like the Champs-Elysees 
thanks to its annual Bastille Day 
celebration. Much of the street closes 
for an all-day (and well into the 
evening) celebration in honor of the 
storming of the Bastille in 1789, the 
symbolic the beginning of the French 
Revolution. In Paris, the grand boule- 
vard closes for a military parade up 
the avenue, and while Brooklyn might 
not do that, we can drink and feast 
with the best of ’em. 

The feast associated with Bastille 
Day is meant to honor the peasants _ 
who helped to oust King Louis XVI } 
and his empathy-challenged wife | 
Marie Antoinette, who were rumored J 
to have gorged while the public s 
starved. S 

In modern-day Brooklyn, there are J- 
two new French spots with chefs who J 
have no problem saying, “Let them eat 1 

Emily Isaac, the former pastry chef 
at Union Square Cafe, opened her 
very French bakery Trois Pommes 
Patisserie in Park Slope this past May. 

“My baking is American with a 
French twist,” Isaac said to me. “I 
trained at the French Culinary Institute 



Let's French: Sweeten your Bastille Day with tasty treats like the French toast 
Le Barricou, top, or a pastry from Trois Pommes Patisserie, above. 

in New York City, so my technique is lier, Isaac’s new shop reflects true 
based on their pastry making tradi- Parisian style, 
tion.” With its brick walls, high ceil- And just like the bakers in the City 
ings and tremendous crystal chande- of Light, there’s no skimping here on 


$8-$14. Subway: C 
St./Metropolitan Ave 
call (718) 782-7372. 

Trois Pommes Pa 


Tuesday and Wednesday from . 
pm, Thursday and Friday from 7 
pm, Saturday from 8 am-10 pi 
Sunday from 8 am-6 pm. Closec 

ca&s: $|5£$40; ice 'cream anlds 


fine ingredients. The tender crust on 
her fresh, seasonal fruit pies is made 
with all butter and no shortening and 
no artificial flavors are employed in 
anything. When chocolate is called 
for, only the rich, French chocolate 
Valrhona will do. 

In addition to the popular pies, Isaac 
bakes up lush cakes, pastries and cook- 
ies as well. Need something more? Ice 
cream is made in-house with fruits and 
herbs from the Grand Army Plaza 
greenmarket — and the tastes of the 
produce shine through. Flavors like 
lavender honey, sour cherry, fresh mint 
chocolate chip and buttery caramel 
crunch are swoon inducing. 

Pair a slice of the cherry pie with a 
scoop of house made blueberry sorbet, 
add a cup of the Gorilla coffee that 
they pour, and dig into a perfect 
Bastille Day treat. 

Across town, Jean-Pierre Marquet, 
who started a revolution of his own with 
Marquet Patisserie in 1987 on then- 
tougher Smith Street, is celebrating at 
his new boite, Le Barricou. 

“It’s like Paris here,” Mar- 
quet said of his Williamsburg 
locale. “People like to leave 
for vacation.” 

For heat-resistant types 
who linger in the neighbor- 
hood, Marquet said that his 
partner and chef Joab Masse 
(formerly of Balthazar and 
Luluc), “will be cooking his 
usual very, very good food” 
for the holiday. In the 2,500 
square foot space there’s 
plenty of room at the expan- 
sive bar to linger over 
Masse ’s globe-spanning, clas- 
sic French, Latin and Asian 

“He’s Spanish and he has 
worked in Thai kitchens, 
too,” said Marquet of Masse, 
“so that comes through in the 
cooking.” For a commemora- 
tive Bastille Day feast, there’s 
escargot or grilled tiger 
shrimp with mango, avocado 
with spinach salad tossed in 
Osaka dressing, traditional 
coq au vin or Thai mussels in 
a red chili-coconut cream 
sauce. For dessert? Creme 
bmlee, of course. Toss on a few straw- 
berries and blueberries and you’ve got 
an Independence Day special. 

Vive la France! 


Get baked 


The revolving-door restaurant land- 
scape on Brooklyn Height’s Henry 
Street is difficult for even the most de- 
voted foodie to follow. With restaurants 
opening and closing about as fast as 
Joey Chestnut’s mouth, it’s hard to fig- 
ure the key to finding success on the 
high-rent street. 

Chris Fehlinger, owner of Oven, the 
latest spot to open on the strip, thinks the 
answer is simplicity. Oven focuses on 
specialty pizzas and an extensive wine 
list — over 180 bottles and more than 40 
half-bottles — making what Fehlinger 
calls “a wonderful combination.” 

The thin-crust pizzas range from old- 
time favorites to the inventive and a bit 
out there — but all go well beyond the 
traditional Margherita pie. A chicken 
curry pizza is topped with cashews, 
green peppers, red onions and moz- 
zarella, baked in a curry flavored toma- 
to sauce and topped with a yogurt mint 
sauce. An eggplant pizza is topped with 
an assortment of cheeses and pine nuts, 
a surprisingly crunchy and complimen- 
tary combo. And there’s even a roasted 


asparagus pizza with Vermont goat 
cheese and oven-roasted Roma toma- 
toes, served on a creme fraiche base. 

Fehlinger wanted to open a restaurant 
that could serve as both a weeknight spot 
for a quick meal and a destination for the 
weekend diner. While most pizzas are 
about $13, those looking to splurge can 
dish out $30 for the Kobe steak pizza 
drizzled with black truffle oil. 

With a wide variety of wines to 
choose from, it’s best to get some help. 
Fehlinger has a “sommelier in training” 
on staff to help pair the perfect pizza 
and wine — though in this case trial 
and error doesn’t sound too bad. 

Oven (60 Henry St., at Cranberry 
Street in Brooklyn Heights) accepts 
American Express, MasterCard and 
Visa. Lunch approximately $12. Dinner 
entrees approximately $16. The eatery 
is open Tuesday through Saturday 
1 1:30 am-3 pm and 5:30-1 1pm and 
Sunday 5-10 pm. Subway: A/C to High 
St. or 2/3 to Clark St. For information, 
call (718) 468-6836 or visit www.oven- 
ny.com. — Juliana Bunim 




LIVE PERFORMANCE - ONE DAY ONLY! 

THE CASTILLO THEATRE AND THE JAMES E. DAVIS STOP VIOLENCE FOUNDATION CO-PRESENT A STAGED READING OF: 

“ Love Yourself- Stop The Violence” 

s e. mm STORY 

The dramatic story of struggle, success, and tragedy, of a beloved local hero... 

SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 

BROOKLYN BOTANIC GARDEN AUDITORIUM 

1000 WASHINGTON AVE., BROOKLYN, NY. • ADMISSION $25 • DOORS OPEN AT 2PM • SHOWTIME 3PM 

ADVANCE TICKET PURCHASE REQUIRED • CALL 718-221-2911 



[IS PERFORMANCE IS APPROVED BY THE ESTATE OF JAMES E. DAVIS AND PROCEEDS FR 


LL SUPPORT THE NON-PROFIT JAMES E. DAVIS STOP VIOLENCE FOUNDATION 
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Bed (Stuy) 

& breakfast 


A local love shack makes the 
perfect weekend getaway 


By Danielle Douglas 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

E njoying the ambiance of a quaint 
inn in a far-flung paradise with 
your sweetheart would be great, 
but would you believe that you could 
have the same type of amorous adven- 
ture in Bedford-Stuyvesant? 

Nestled among the brownstones of a 
neighborhood where you might least 
expect it is an opportunity for a roman- 
tic in-town getaway, Akwaaba Man- 

The building, an 1860s Victorian 
mansion, fell into disrepair until 1995 
when Monique Greenwood and her 
husband Glenn Pogue, who lived down 
the street at the time, purchased it with 
the intention of replicating a B&B they 
had visited in Cape May, New Jersey. 

After a nine-month renovation that 
cost close to $100,000, they opened 
Akwaaba — which means “welcome” 


in Twi, one of the languages of Ghana. 
The inn offers four rooms decorated 
with African textiles and Victorian an- 
tiques, as well as a library, courtyard 
and glass-enclosed porch. 

“In the mid ’90s, there were no ma- 
jor hotel chains in Brooklyn, so we fig- 
ured we could be successful housing 
the friends and family of people who 
lived in the neighborhood as they came 
to visit,” Greenwood told GO Brook- 
lyn. “But what we quickly learned is 
that in a place as hectic as New York, a 
lot of [local] folks just need a quick get- 
away with lots of special touches.” 

Early on, Greenwood noticed the 
trend of New Yorkers looking for a 
quick weekend vacation without leav- 
ing town. But as Brooklyn has become 
a more popular tourist destination and 
Bedford-Stuyvesant has been tagged as 
up-and-coming, foreign business has 
boomed for Akwaaba. 

This summer, three times as many 



Room, not bored: The "Jumping the Broom" room, above, at Akwaaba 
Mansion in Bedford-Stuyvesant, is one of the four themed rooms that the 
bed and breakfast has available. 


European visitors have stayed at Ak- 
waaba than in years past, Greenwood 
said. “ It’ s because Brooklyn is the 
borough where everybody wants to 
be.” 

But whether they’re from near or far, 
couples have become the majority of 
guests filling the rooms. 

“We get quite a few local couples 
that come to celebrate wedding an- 
niversaries or spend their wedding 
night with us before leaving for their 
honeymoon,” she said. “We’ve even 


had a number of proposals.” 

Chris and Sara Evans, who recently 
visited Akwaaba, were delighted by its 
amenities. “It’s a very charming bed 
and breakfast,” said Sara. “The candles 
and the rose petals were such a nice 

In response to the inn’s popularity, 
Greenwood and her staff now offer a 
variety of services to heat up a week- 
end. “We offer a turndown service; we 
draw their bathwater and place candles 
See AKWAABA on page 10 



Pool Hours:11am-7pm 
Beach Hours: 9am-7pm 
Free Shuttle Service from: 

Borough Hall. Cadman Plaza West at 
Cranberry Street, Old Fulton Street at 
Furman Street, Atlantic Avenue at Furman Street 

Closest Subways: 2/S & 4/5 




at BROOKLYN BRIDGE PARK BEACH 


OPENING JULY 4th 

Admission is FREE! 

Open 7 days a week through Labor Day. 

Between Piers 4 & 5 on the Brooklyn Waterfront 
(Furman & Joralemon Streets) 


Call 718-222-9742 or visit 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org/pool 


What’s inn 


Awkaaba Mansion might 
be a romantic spot for a week- 
end getaway, but when you’re 
booking a room for mom and 
dad, it’s more pleasant not to 
think of such things. Sure, 
anything’s better than out-of- 
towners staying with you, but 
as long as brownstones are be- 
ing turned into quaint lodges 
across the borough, you might 
as well put your visitors in 
one of the finest. 

The Awesome Bed and 
Breakfast (136 Lawrence St., 
at Willoughby Street in Down- 
town Brooklyn) is close to the 
Brooklyn Bridge and offers 
themed rooms like “Gothic 
Nights” and “Ancient Madagas- 
car’ from $130 per night. For 
information, call (718) 858- 
4859 or visit www.awesome- 
bed-and-breakfast.com. 

The Bed and Breakfast 
on the Park (113 Prospect 
Park West, between Sixth and 
Seventh streets in Park Slope) 
offers upscale accommoda- 

private rooftop garden — but 


keeps guests close to the Park 
Slope action from $165 per 
night. For information, call 
(718) 499-6115 or visit 
www.bbnyc.com. 

Regina's New York Bed 
and Breakfast ( 16 Ft. Greene 
PL, at DeKalb Avenue in Fort 
Greene) is steps from BAM, 
Fort Greene Park and all sorts 
of other things that will keep 
your visitors amused — and 
it’s affordable. Rooms start at 
$99 per night. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 834-9253. 

The Union Street Bed 
and Breakfast (405 Union 
St., between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Carroll Gardens) has 
six rooms, all of which come 
with cable and complementa- 
ry breakfast — but being this 
close to Smith Street’s restau- 
rant row, guests won’t have a 
shortage of places to eat. 
Rooms start at $150 per night. 
For information, call (718) 
852-8406 or visit www.unionst 
brooklynbandb.com. 

— Adam Rathe 




• Fast Free Delivery 

• Open 7 Days a Week 

• Party Orders Welcome 

We Only Use Vegetable Oil 
Natural Cooking 
and Fresh Vegetables 


162 Montague Street 



satisfy your crave... 


Lobsterfest 


lib maine lobster 
$14.80 



w.meltrestaurant.com 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Cm” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 

Private dining room for parties 


mmm 

Serving the community for 20 ye 

4408 5th Ave. ( bst. 44th & 45 th stsj (718) 438-2001 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • mi^T O 


Unlike Your 
Friends In Manhattan, 


Well Be Glad To 
Come To Brooklyn. 


F 


Spend over $50 at The Bowery 
Whole Foods Market and we'll 
deliver to Brooklyn' for $5-95- 


The Bowery Whole Foods Market is located at 95 East Houston St. (corner of Bowery) 
Store Hours: 8am to 11pm 

Take the F or V train to 2nd Ave. or the B or 6 to Broadway/Lafayette 


wh5le 

FOODS 


Opening in Brooklyn 2008 


*See store for details. 
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Continued from page 9 
and rose petals throughout the 
room,” said Greenwood. All 
four of the guestrooms, she 
noted, come with either a 
large Jacuzzi or claw-foot tub, 
perfect for a soothing bubble 
bath for two. If a bath isn’t 
enough, Greenwood said that, 
“one of our more popular re- 
quests is for the couples’ mas- 
sage.” 

Echoing Evans’s sentiment, 
Demetria Silvera, who stayed 
at the inn with her fiance this 
past May, praised Greenwood 
and her staff of two. “After 
[he] proposed, this was a won- 
derful surprise,” said Silvera, 
who added that she was aston- 
ished by the beauty of the 
property given its urban loca- 

The elegance of the inn is 
the result of the ongoing reno- 
vations that Greenwood and 
Pogue have done to the proper- 
ty. The arduous task of turning 
the single-family house into 
someplace that people would 
pay to stay was even show- 
cased on a 2003 episode of the 
home improvement television 
show “Restore America.” 

And it’s certainly paid off. 
Remember the Cape May inn 
that inspired Greenwood and 
Pogue to open Akwaaba? In 
2006, the couple purchased it 
and added it to their stable of 
luxury inns, now five strong 
with locations in Washington, 
DC and New Orleans. 

And for many long-time 
residents of the neighborhood 
where it all started, Akwaaba 
is a welcomed addition. Mon- 
etta Harris, who has lived 
across the street from the 
mansion for the past 30 years, 
witnessed its gradual deterio- 
ration and eventual rebirth. 
“That couple did a full 360 on 
the place,” she said. “It was 
such an eyesore — kids used 
to say it was haunted. But 
now it’s a bustling part of the 
neighborhood, attracting all 
kinds of visitors.” 

Akwaaba Mansion (347 
Macdonough St, between 
Stuyvesant and Lewis av- 
enues in Bedford-Stuyve- 
sant] has rooms available 
from $160 per night on 
weekdays and $175 per 
night on weekends. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 455-5958 or 
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Light and sweet: Sarah DeVita and Joe Rinaldi, above, make an iced coffee 
tution that they've run for 34 years. 


This brew’s for you 


Haven’t got the time to make your own 
iced coffee? GO Brooklyn’s Juliana 
Bunim filtered out Brooklyn’s five best 
beaneries for cold caffeine. 

1 . After choosing an iced brew — light, 
medium or dark — Caffe Capri (pictured) 
pours it over ice chips made from real cof- 
fee. This iced coffee never get watered 
down, making it good to the last drop. 

A large iced coffee at Caffe Capri 
(427 Graham Ave., at Withers Street in 
Williamsburg) is $4. 

2. For a serious and economical java jolt, 
polish off a 32-ounce iced coffee from 
Front Street Pizza. This oversized jug 
of joe will keep you running all day long. 

A large iced coffee at Front Street 
Pizza (80 Front St., at Washington Street 
in DUMBO) is $2.50. 

3. D'Amico Foods offers iced coffee in 
both decaf and regular, with flavored op- 



tions like Hazelnut or French Vanilla. For 
a twist, try a frozen non-dairy cappuccino. 

A large iced coffee at D'Amico Foods 
(309 Court St., at Degraw Street in Cob- 
ble Hill) is $2.50. A large frozen cappuc- 
cino is $4. 

4. Gorilla Coffee serves some of the 
most powerful iced coffee in the borough. 
And all the beans are organic and fair 

A large iced coffee at Gorilla Coffee 
(97 Fifth Ave., at Park Place in Park 
Slope) is $2.25. 

5 . Every iced coffee is prepared individu- 
ally at Smooch Organic Cafe by com- 
bining freshly brewed espresso and ice. 
For a treat, opt for the spicy chocolate iced 
mocha. 

A large iced coffee at Smooch (264 
Carlton Ave. at Dekalb Avenue in Fort 
Greene) is $3. A large spicy chocolate 
iced mocha is $4. 


A frosty fix 

Whats the deal with iced coffee? 



By Rebecca Flint Marx 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

E veryone loves iced coffee 
— but no one loves pay- 
ing $3-$4 for a cup of 
what is basically plain old joe 
poured over ice cubes. Of 
course, there’s a better way: 
make it at home. 

The hubbub lately has been 
over cold-brewing coffee, a 
multi-step home approach that 
involves soaking your ground 
beans overnight in cold water 
to extract the flavor and then 
straining the sludge twice be- 
fore diluting it to your taste. 

When we asked our favorite 
baristas how they made their 
frosty java, though, we 
learned that everyone has a 
method that they think is just 
right. 

Karl Scholz, a barista at 
Cafe Grumpy in Greenpoint, 
was happy to give us tips on 
how to do it — and do it right. 

His first lesson: iced coffee is 
not just regular java served 
over cubes. 

At Grumpy’s, baristas use 
one-third to one-half less wa- 
ter when making drip coffee 
destined for a sub-freezing fu- 
ture. This double-strength cof- 
fee is then poured into a large 
jar filled with ice. 

Some local establishments 
aren’t content with plain old 
frozen water in their coffee, 
though. Carolina Whitson, 
owner of the Red Horse Cafe 
in Park Slope, not only brews Hey, Joe: Iced coffee at Cafe Grumpy, above, is a great 

organic coffee, but then pours wa y to beat the heat. Baristas recommend that you drink 

it over coffee ice cubes. An- ^ black in order to maintain the carefully crafted flavor. 

other bonus? Affordability. A 

12-ounce iced-coffee is $2, 

16-ounce is $2.50 and a 20-ounce is $3. And, 
if you’re making iced coffee at home, it’s an 
easy step to follow. 

Cafe Grumpy’s Manhattan location uses an 
$ 1 1 ,000 coffee maker called the Clover, but 
Scholz said that nothing so fancy is necessary 
for home brewing. 

He recommended Grumpy’s Bolivian, 

Ethiopian or Rwandan blend and told GO 
Brooklyn that as long as you’ve got a cof- 
feemaker and a freezer, a quality cup of iced 
coffee is only a few cubes away. 


Cafe Grumpy (193 Meserole Ave., at Di- 
amond Street in Greenpoint) is open Mon- 
day through Friday from 7 am-7 pm, Sat- 
urday from 9 am-7 pm and Sunday from 9 
am-6 pm. For information, call (718) 349- 
7623 

Red Horse Cafe (497 Sixth Ave., at 12th 
Street in Park Slope) is open Monday 
through Thursday from 7 am-IOpm, Friday 
from 7 am-midnight, Saturday from 8 
am-midnight and Sunday from 8 am-10 pm. 
For information, call (718) 499-4973. 


Express *iv\ 

30 i*\'i*\<A4e5 o* less. 

In Lutheran’s Emergency Room, patients get care faster. 

Now that’s progress - the kind that makes a difference in people’s lives. 

And it’s all because of Lutheran’s one-of-a-kind QUICK CARE 
Program - an innovative approach to emergency care where every 
patient sees a doctor in 30 minutes or less.* 

And, as an award-winning, state-recognized LEVEL I TRAUMA AND 
STROKE CENTER, Lutheran is prepared to treat both severe and 
everyday emergencies, but we also know it shouldn’t take all day to do so. 

Lutheran is convenient too. Our 55th Street parking garage is open 
24 hours a day. 

So, why wait any longer? Try Lutheran. 


Lutheran 
Medical Center 

Located on Second Avenue between 55th and 56th Streets 
Call 718-630- RXRX (7979) for a physician referral 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com 


•Average "Door to Doctor" time of actual patient data collection YTD 2007. 



Doctor’s notes 

Brooklyn Philharmonic and Maimonides team 
up for an unusual music therapy program 


By Juliana Bunim 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

D r. Diane Austin rubbed 
her hands together and 
placed them on her 
throat. “Eeeeeeeeeee. Can you 
feel the vibration? Because 
we’re an instrument, too,” she 

In a circle, 10 adult men 
and women sat imitating her 
sounds, fingers pressed on 
their necks, enraptured by 
their similarity to a classical 
instrument. 

Austin, a senior faculty 
member at New York Univer- 
sity, heads the Brooklyn Phil- 
harmonic’s pilot music thera- 
py program at Maimonides 
Hospital in Borough Park, and 
the participants are patients in 
the hospital’s psychiatric out- 
patient facility. 

The unique program com- 
bines the skills of professional 
musicians with the expertise 
of music therapists to provide 
a new mode for patients to 


“It’s a different way to talk 
about things,” said Austin. 
“People sing things they 
wouldn’t normally say. The 
deep breathing brings oxygen 
to the brain and into the body 
and the viola integrates the 


senses with the body.” 

The viola was Austin’s first 
choice to accompany her les- 
sons and Philharmonic violist 
Kerrick Sasaki understands 
why. “There is something 
about the viola in that middle 
range that is sort of human,” 
Sasaki said. “It’s a little intro- 
verted and it doesn’t stick out. 
It’s a sound that just surrounds 
you a little bit more and draws 

The Philharmonic secured 
funding to carry out the pilot 
program for four weeks this 
summer. After that, said Vice 
President Greg Pierson, the 
group hopes to find new spon- 

“It’s always easier to get 
funding once we have results 
established,” said Pierson. 
“Then we know we’re filling 

Austin handed out instru- 
ments to the group and sounds 
of clackers, chimes and drum- 
sticks filled the room. Sasaki 
played “Lean on Me,” and the 
viola’s soothing sound quieted 
the patients. Austin then be- 
gan to sing, and the group 
chimed in. 

Afterwards, Austin used the 
song’s theme to discuss whom 
patients lean on. Some said 
church, others friends or fami- 


ly. During another song pa- 
tients sang about what they 
are going to “throw over the 
edge” and rid from their lives. 
The answers range from ex- 
haustion and nervousness to 
depression and problems with 
their teeth. 

Sara Gold, a Maimonides 
psychotherapist, hopes music 
therapy will become a perma- 
nent staple at the hospital. “It 
really transforms people,” she 

Music therapy compliments 
patients’ medical treatment by 


GO Brooklyn: 

The egg cream made at Pe- 
ter Pan Donut Shop in Green- 
point (“Cream of the Crop,” 
June 30), is just wrong. A 
proper chocolate egg cream 
(“A” cream in 1950s Bay 
Ridge) has a deep brown 
body and a pure white top, 
coloration gained only when 
the chocolate syrup is added 
after the seltzer, not before. 

The one from Peter Pan ap- 
peared to have a tawny liquid 


looking at the person holisti- 
cally, whereas doctors, nurses 
and pathologists tend to ana- 
lyze deficits. 

“The healthy parts of a per- 
son really come out,” said 
Austin. “Where doctors see 
illness and diagnoses, we see 
a sense of humor. These are 
disempowered people and 
there is something powerful 
about being heard and getting 
validation. ” 

For information, visit www. 
brooklynphilharmonic.org or 
www.dianeaustin.com. 



crowned by tawny foam. To 
me, that means the drink was 
made backwards: syrup added 
before the seltzer created the 
foam, delivering bubbles that 
are visually dreadful, and not 
at all great tasting. 

— Mary Rose Dallal, 
Park Slope 


Egg on our face? 



Brian Wood's "Local" visited Park Slope, where he scout- 
ed locations like Music Matters and this subway stop. 


BRIAN WOOD 

Continued from page 7 
tending at neighborhood water- 
ing hole Great Lakes. “These 
are all places that I visit,” Wood 
said. “Virtually everything [in 
the comic] is within three 
blocks from my house.” 

For kids browsing comic 
books, Wood’s work — espe- 
cially when it’s taking place in 
their neighborhood — is very 
popular. “Brian’s work appeals 
to an incredibly wide audi- 
ence,” said Alex Cox, owner of 
the Rocketship comic shop on 
Smith Street. “I can sell it to al- 
most anyone and be confident 
they’ll enjoy it, regardless of 


gender, age or background.” 

And while “Local” won’t 
come back to Brooklyn, 
“DMZ” will continue to feature 
the borough — something 
Wood enjoys doing. “Brooklyn 
is where I’ve chosen to put 
down roots,” he said. “New 
York is a place often done in 
comics and not done right, so I 
have a lot of pride that I can 
write about my street and know 
what I’m writing about. Every- 
thing I write takes place here 
because it belongs to me, and I 
belong to it.” 

“Local" and "DMZ" are 
available at Rocketship (208 
Smith St., at Baltic Street in 
Cobble Hill). For information, 
call (718) 797-1348. For back 
issues, visit www.onipress.com. 
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BAY RIDGE 

Kitty KiernarTs 

9715 Third Ave. at 97th Street in Bay Ridge, 
92! 02!/, vv, ■v.kiUykh 
July 14: Ben, 10 pm, FREE. 

The Salty Dog 

7509 Third Ave. at 75th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 238-9260, www.saltydogbar.com. 
Wednesdays: Karaoke Night, 9 pm, FREE. 

The Wicked Monk 


8) 921-0601, mww.wickedmonk.com. 

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT 

Food 4 Thought 

in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 443-4160. 9 


Tillie’s 

248 DeKalb Ave. at Vand 
Greene, (718) 783-6140, w 
July 20: elasticity Festival featuring Know Trio (from 
Boston), 8 pm, Rick Parker Collective, 9:30 pm, $TBD. 


GREENPOINT 

Club Europa 

98 Meserole Ave. at Manhattan > 
Greenpoint, (718) 383-5723, 


Night, 8 pm, FREE; Fridays: 


GREENWOOD HEIGHTS 

Kitchen Bar 



Button your 'Lips': The Black Lips, a psychedelic rock band who have been playing together since they 
e 15, bring their act to the Silent Barn on July 20. 
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Brooklyn Burger Bar 







Puppet’s 


9 DAYS... 



Coney^land. (/IS) bt)/-l IXX. 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


a 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 


Reader Advisory: National trade associations to which we belong purchased the 
following classifieds. This publication has not verified the value of any of the services or 
products advertised; some advertisers do not offer "employment" but rather supply 
manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any money 
in advance or give an advertiser your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also 
uarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit 




CADNET ADS 


Adoption II Financial 
















mmm 















mtE 




IpgSigl 




EPSSKzeS 





SCAN ADS 


Hond^ovo^°N^S& Morekm 

Trucks, & SOVs from $29/mo! For listings and info 
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Go To www.myfre.495gift.com Today! 
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More! TOLL FREE 1 -866-844^5091 , code 2 * 
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The plot 


thickens 


"W“ 
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■HAT’S DONE CAN’T BE UNDONE” IS AN 
/ apt way to describe the 1951 season for Brook- 
' lyn Dodger fans. 

The Dodgers had a 13-1/2-game lead on August 12, yet 
wound up tied with the Giants for the pennant and lost the final 
game of a three-game playoff when on Bobby Thomson 
launched a ninth inning, three-run homer off Ralph Branca. 

Heartbreaker. 

On Sunday, Branca and Joshua Prager, author of “The 
Echoing Green — The Untold Story of Bobby Thomson, 
Ralph Branca and the Shot Heard Round the World” (Pan- 
theon), visited Keyspan Park, where both Branca and Prager 
threw out first pitches. 

Prager’s highly praised book examines the details behind a 
Giants’ scheme in which back-up infielder Hank Schenz and 
coach Herman Franks were armed with a telescope in the cen- 
terfield clubhouse at the Polo 
Grounds. Franks and Schenz 
read the opposition catcher’s 
signs, and then used a buzzer 
to signal the upcoming pitch 
to the Giants’ dugout, where 
it was relayed to the batter by 

Prager’s tome meticulously 
documents that the Giants used 
the telescope to steal signs. 

Numerous Giants admit the i 
scheme, Thomson included. j 

What’s still somewhat in £■ 
doubt is whether Thomson - 

on Bn 

the 1951 season 
apparent that 1 
wouldn’t have even been in 
the playoff if not for the sign- 

Branca did not mention 

the Giants’ spying for 

decades because he didn’t want to be thought of as being a sore 
loser or an excuse-maker. He was only 25 at the time of Thom- 
son’s homer, and off to a brilliant start to his career. But the 
homer hurt in ways other than expected. 

At a press conference on Sunday at Keyspan Park, he ex- 
plained just what happened as a result of Thomson’s blast. 



irt my back [after slipping in 
ime run hurt me because after it, 
n though he was hurt]. And I 
which was really stupid.” 

ntially ended Branca’s 


“The next spring t 
the Dodger clubhouse] . The 1 
I pressed to make good [e\ 
pitched with a sore arm twice 

Although Thomson’s ho 
Brooklyn success — he won 78 games by 1951 and only 10 af- 
ter that — he has many great memories of his Brooklyn years. 

“Brooklyn has a special place in my heart,” recalled Branca. 
“The fans were the greatest. The fans understood the game and 
respected the opponents.” 

During Branca’s Brooklyn days, there was a special connec- 
tion between the fans and the players, who lived in the same 


“[Carl] Erskine would say that if he pitched a good game, he 
would get home and there would be a roast there that the 
butcher delivered because he [Erskine] was doing a good job. 
It was a different era.” 

While good memories are a part of Prager’s book, the 
essence of his research is a harsh reality — that a telescope and 
a nefarious plan formed the core of the Giants’ pennant run. 

And silence only made things worse. 

“It took five years to tell the life story of Ralph and Bobby and 
to separate the myth from the reality,” said Prager. “I confirmed 
something that had been rumored for years, that on July 20 [in 
1951], the Giants had instituted a very sophisticated sign stealing.” 

“It was nefarious!” injected Branca, happy to be openly speak- 
ing of the long-mmored, but previously unconfirmed, action. 

On Sunday, Branca got a chance to make another pitch, al- 
beit ceremonial. 

He bounced his throw — which was symbolic. After all, the 
only reason Branca was on the mound to deliver a pitch to 
Thomson was because Erskine had bounced a throw when 
warming up in the bullpen alongside Branca. Bullpen coach 
Clyde Sukeforth told Dodger manager Charlie Dressen, and 
Dressen chose Branca to relieve Don Newcombe. 

Now, if Branca had bounced his pitch 56 years earlier. . . 

Ah, but what’s done is done. 


CHANNELING THE BARD 


Each week, Ed Shakespeare, the bard of Brooklyn base- 
ball, will take a page from his ancient ancestor and add a bit 
of iambic pentameter to all our lives. This week's contribution 
is called, "The Pitch Before the Pitch": 

Clyde Sukeforth spoke upon the bullpen phone, 

Don Newcombe, spent, about to get the hook. 

“Who's ready?" Dressen said in frantic tone. 

So Sukie quickly took just one more look. 

Carl Erskine, Branca — bullpen choices threw. 

The skipper's only choice within that pair. 

Coach Sukeforth helped him picking, but he knew 
His job to pick the man to send out there. 

"Oisk bounced a curve into the dirt, " said Clyde. 

Now Bobby Thomson's walking to the plate, 

And Charlie Dressen, nowhere left to hide. 

The rest, what happened, was it only fate? 

Said Oisk - rejected man of bullpen's two, 

"That pitch? It was the best I ever threw!" 

Good God above, Oisk has to thank ya — wow! 

But for that curve, he'd be Ralph Branca now. 

Ed Shakespeare has been covering the Cyclones since 
their inaugural season in 2001. His book, "When Baseball Re- 
turned to Brooklyn," is a treasury of that championship sea- 
son and is available at Amazon.com. 



Latino Sandy? 

Cyclones mascot Sandy the Seagull celebrated "Latin Her- 
itage Night" in a somewhat hairy manner. 






CYCLONES COVERAGE 



He’s Clones’ hair apparent 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Ballplayers will do almost any- 
thing for good luck. Like ancient al- 
chemists, who thought they could 
turn lead to gold, some hitters think 
they can warm up a cold bat if they 
tie their shoes differendy or eat only 
chicken before games. 

Jason Jacobs tried a mustache. 

On June 29, after going 0-7 in a 
double-header in the midst of a frus- 
trating slump, light hairs started 
sprouting on the upper lip of the 
2006 Cyclone all-star. 

“I was struggling, so I figured I’d 
try something new,” the “Georgia 
Bulldog” told The Brooklyn Paper. 
“Of course, it didn’t hurt that my fi- 
ancee was out of town, doing some 
wedding planning in Atlanta. She 


hates mustaches. Says it gives her a 
rash when I kiss her.” 

Within days, the new hairs turned 
Jacobs into a latter day Samson. 
Suddenly, he was enjoying a six- 
game hitting streak during which he 
was 11 for 22 (.500) with one homer 
and three RBIs. 

The philtrum follicles probably 
had nothing to do with it. But what 
if they did? 

“Naw, it’s just a goofy thing,” Ja- 
cobs said. “I figured I’d grow a mus- 
tache and people would laugh at me 
and that would take my mind off the 
stuff at the plate. And maybe even a 
few guys on the team would join me 
and it would get even goofier.” 

No such luck. The rest of the Cy- 
clones are hitting like major-lea- 
guers, and the pitchers are throwing 
zeroes, so no one else wanted to 


nlTI^WI 

mess with the kind of success that 
propelled the team to its second- 
best-ever start, 15-6. 

Plus, many on the team share Ja- 
cobs’s fiancee’s feelings about mus- 

“I don’t like them,” said reliever 
Dan McDonald, who, at age 21, 
swears he could grow facial hair 
(though the evidence is unclear). “But 
then again, if he stays hot, I’ll grow 
one as thick as Keith Hernandez’s!” 

Alas, Jacobs went 0-4 on July 6 
and decided his luck had run out. 

Plus, his fiancee was coming 


“I actually talked to him about it,” 
Cyclones manager Edgar Alfonzo 
said. “I told him that the most im- 
portant person is the fiancee. If she 
doesn’t like it, that’s it.” 

But then the skipper admitted that 
he had done goofy things to keep 
streaks going, though he wouldn’t 
be specific about the actual goofi- 

“Well, of course, if it was me, I 
would never mess with the streak. 
When you got something going 
good, you don’t mess with it.” 

Since shaving off the ’stache, Ja- 
cobs is hitting 1 for 10 (.100). 

McDonald said he learned a valu- 
able lesson from the experience. 
“The wife has the final say,” he said. 
“Of course, I can say that because I 
won’t be getting married any time 



Clean-shaven catcher Jason Jacobs — who 
alleges a moustache helped break a slump. 


Capping it off 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brandan Kawal may be from Califor- 
nia, but the version of the Dodgers that he 
loves is from Brooklyn. 

That’s why whenever 
Kawal is off the field, you’ll 
find him sporting a familiar 
blue-and- white baseball cap 
— but his has a “B” on it 
instead of an interlocked 

“I’ve always been fasci- 
nated by the Dodgers,” said 
Kawal, who saw little action 
early in the year, but is now batting .379 in 12 
games. “I love the history, like the Jackie 
Robinson story. Just being in Brooklyn is like 
being part of that history for me.” 

Kawal’s omnipresent Dodger cap didn’t 
hurt when the 22-year-old was trying to 
catch on with a pro organization. 

“A Met scout saw me wearing the cap and 
told me to keep it,” said Kawal (pronounced 
KAY-wahl). — Kuntzman 



The Professor of Pitching preaches 


By Ed Shakespeare 

The Brooklyn Paper 

As promised in our last issue, we 
will now discuss the Cyclones’ im- 
pressive pitching staff — not an easy 
task since the Cyclones have 17 

Hector Berrios, now in his fourth 
year as pitching coach, will provide 
the commentary. 

Berrios has a philosophy that in- 
cludes working quickly, throwing 
low to induce ground balls, and ex- 
panding the hitter’s zone. Here’s how 
he sees his staff: 

Nick Carr (right-handed starter, 
current stats: 1-0, 2.89 ERA): 
“Throws a power fastball that sits on 
90 miles an hour. Working to incor- 
porate his change-up.” 

Dylan Owen (right-handed 
starter, 3-0,21 .6 ERA): “He was the 
Pitcher of the Year at the Division II 
level. He goes after people and 


throws strikes.” 

Eric Niesen (left-handed starter, 
0.00 ERA in 7 IP): “He has a plus 
fastball and a change-up. He could 
be on a fast track to the majors.” 
Dillon Gee (right-handed starter, 0- 
0, 3.38 ERA): “His release point is 
consistent so hitters can’t tell what’s 
coming — fastballs, curves, and 
change-ups come from the same spot.” 
Joe "Grim" Leaper (right- 
handed starter, 0- 1 , 2.14 ERA): A 20- 
1 year-old in his second pro season, 
I Leaper has good command, especial- 

1 ly in one so young, Berrios said. 

2 Nick Waechter (right-handed 
jf starter/reliever, 0-2, 6.38 ERA): “He 
^ struggled, so he’s now working out 
| things from the bullpen.” 

I Steve Cheney (righty reliever, 0- 
f 1, 4.32 ERA): “He commands the 

zone with three pitches.” 

Starting pitcher Eric Niesen was Edgar Ramirez (right-handed 
dominant in the Cyclones' 1-0 reliever, 3-0, 2.19 ERA): “He’s a big, 
win on July 8. strong guy with a funky delivery.” 



Funky means strange, but good, 
Berrios said. 

Will Morgan (right-handed re- 
liever, 1-0,0.93 ERA): “He’s a high- 
energy guy. Can be used in the sev- 
enth and eighth innings to get us to 
the closer.” 

Josh Appell (left-handed reliev- 
er, 1-0, 1.42 ERA): “He’s got his ca- 
reer back on track with his new slid- 

Grady Hinchman (left-handed 
reliever, 0-1,1 .69 ERA): “One of our 
go-to guys, working on a new three- 
quarter delivery.” 

Steve Clyne (right-handed clos- 
er, 1-1, with 3 saves, 2.57 ERA): “He 
can throw strikes, having some diffi- 
culty now, but he’s coming around.” 

Dan McDonald (right-handed 
closer, 1-0, with 3 saves, 2.00 ERA): 
“He has good velocity, but has to 
slow down his delivery.” 


Class-A the big uneasy for 5-year vet Schilling 



By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Cyclones second baseman 
Micah Schilling was a first- 
round draft pick straight out of 
his Louisiana high school in 
2002, making him one of the 
top prospects in all of baseball. 

So what’s he still doing in 
Class-A ball? 

Learning the age-old lesson: 
Baseball is a tough game and an 
even tougher life. 

“When I was first drafted, I 
was always the younger guy,” 
said the now-24-year-old, who 
started in the Indians organization 
five years ago, yet has never risen 
above Class-A. 

‘Trying to feel accepted was re- 
ally hard. Age-wise, it’s not a big 
deal, but maturity and interests- 
wise, it’s huge. I couldn’t even go 
to bars or restaurants with some of 
the guys if I wanted. Now I’m old- 
er, but I think it’s an advantage, I 
have a lot more experience now.” 

Schilling has arguably been 


one of Brooklyn’s best all-around 
players, making amazing plays on 
defense and getting timely hits. 

Cyclones manager Edgar Al- 
fonzo loves what he sees from the 
second baseman, who’s hitting 
.298 in 15 games this season. 

“He’s really important to this 
team,” said Alfonzo. “I think he 
can hit, but what’s really stood out 
about him has been his defense. 
You put those two things together 
and it’s easy to see how important 

Though he’s no closer to the 
bigs than his 19-year-old team- 
mates, Schilling’s a veteran who 
understands that he has to be a 
leader — and a guy who serves 
as an example of how to deal 
with the hardships he’s endured. 

“Guys have been asking me 
questions and I’m answering all 
of them,” said the pride of Clin- 
ton, Louisiana. 

“I just want to make sure that 
they’re all comfortable and ready 
to give their all on the field. I 
know I am.” 



The 2001 Cyclones won the New York-Penn League 
Championship under the leadership of manager Edgar Alfon- 
zo. Now that Fonzie is back, many fans are assuming that the 
2007 Cyclones will repeat the franchise's former glory. Here's 
how this year's team compares to that fabled squad: 


2001 

2006 

(Through 22 games) 

( Through 22 games) 

Record: 14-8 

Record: 15-6 (tk) 

Highlight of the week: 

Highlight of the week: 

The Clones found their 


stride in July, winning nine 

Jammers 5-0, the Cy- 

of 10 games and six in a 

clones came alive in the 

row thanks to pitchers like 

fifth, scoring six runs. 

Ross Peeples — who hadn't 

capped by Raul Reyes two- 

given up a run — and Matt 

out, two-run dinger. Reyes 


added another homer, and 

who struck 27 in 20 innings. 

the Clones won 8-6. 



Wiggin’ out 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Before the July 5 game, this reporter took some 
visiting dignitaries over to the Cyclone rollercoaster 
to get a good look at the 80-year-old legend. 

Surprisingly, though, it wasn’t running. 

Then we saw a young man walking down the 
tracks its highest peak with a pelt in his hand. 

It turned out that a woman’s brown wig had blown 
off on the ride, and it was being retrieved. 

Cyclone operator Gerry Menditto has spent the 
last 33 seasons retrieving wallets, cellphones and 
even false teeth. 

“People don’t remove them before the ride,” he 
said, “even tough we have signs in four languages.” 

The most unusual article that was found on the ride? 

“A guy called up and said he lost his pinkie,” re- 
called Menditto. “I thought he was pulling my leg. But 
we looked and found it. He didn’t tell us that it was ar- 
tificial. He put it back on and then he had 10 fingers 
again.” — Ed Shakespeare 


Dem Bums’ last season 


To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers' final, dismal campaign, The Brooklyn 
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled 
Boys of Summer. Here's this week's highlight: 

July 16, 1957 Dodgers 7-Cardinals 5 
Carl Erskine's third win raises the Dodger winning streak 
to five and brings the team to just one-half game back 
— the closest they'd get all year. Gil Hodges (12) and 
Duke Snider (20) had homers. 



See ya later, Bubba 


for The Brooklyn Paper 

Bubba Trammell is a former major 
leaguer — and a former Met to boot — 
but when he came to town last month as 
a member of the Aberdeen Ironbirds, 
the Cyclones pitching staff struck him 
out four times in eight at-bats. 

“It’s pretty cool to play against these 
guys every once in a while,” said Clones 
first baseman/catcher Jason Jacobs. This 
is a difficult game though; they don’t hit 
1 .000 when they’re here.” 

Maybe Jacobs is this generation’s rein- 
carnation of Nostradamus, or maybe it 
was that obvious that Trammell hasn’t 
been a major league talent in quite some 

Getting back into professional base- 
ball this season after a three and a half 


year hiatus due to depression and family 
problems, Trammell was out to prove to 
the fans at Keyspan that he still had 
some gas left in his tank. And he did hit 
a double in his second at-bat. After that, 
the Cyclones’ pitching staff made the 
former 25 home run hitter look as if he 
fit right in with the rest of his Class-A 
teammates. 

On most days, Trammel’s story of 
dedication ana perseverance would be 
the bigger story, but the energetic and 
dominant Brooklyn staff had other 
things in mind. 

“Our starting pitchers went right after 
him,” said reliever Edgar Ramirez. 
“[Pitching coach] Hector [Berrios] has 
given us the confidence we need and we 
just go right after people, even if they’re 
major-league hitters.” 


A great week for the first-place Clones 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Here are this week’s game sum- 
maries. For the latest updates — 
and all of the Paper’s award-win- 
ning “Triple Threat Coverage,” go 
to wwwBrooklynPaper.com. 

Cyclones 8 
Jamestown 6 

July 7, at Keyspan Park 

This game was all Raul Reyes. 
The slow-starting outfielder hit two 
dingers to spark — and cap — an 
amazing come-from-behind win. The 
Cyclones were behind 5-0 when the 
lumber came to life. Will Vogl dou- 
bled, Jake Eigsti was hit by a pitch, 
Brandon Kawal hit an RBI single, 
JR. Voyles doubled and Reyes hit his 
first homer (it was first called a foul 
ball by the umps, but they changed 


the ruling — correctly, by the way — 
after skipper Edgar Alfonzo argued) . 
Jason Jacobs followed with his sec- 
ond homer of the season. Reyes’s sec- 
ond homer, in the seventh, put the Cy- 
clones ahead for good. Closer 
Stephen Clyne pitched a scoreless 
ninth, striking out two, to earn his 

Cyclones 1 
Jamestown O 

July 8, at Keyspan Park 

For the second straight game, 
Raul Reyes gave the Cyclones all 
they’d need, knocking in his 11th 
RBI of the year. Starter Eric Niesen 
struck out five Jammers in his four 
scoreless innings and reliever David 
Koons (3-0) got the win with his 
four scoreless frames. Dan McDon- 
ald earned his third save with a 
scoreless ninth. 


Jamestown 3 
Cyclones 2 

July 9, at Keyspan Park 

Fans were yelling “Impeach Ch- 
eney!” after reliever Steve Cheney 
entered with a 2-1 Cyclone lead 
and promptly gave up two runs to 
give the Jammers the victory. The 
Clones got on the board early, 
thanks to hot-hitter J.R. Voyles’s 
first-inning two-run dinger, but the 
offense left nine men on base the 
rest of the night (Micah Schilling, 
3-for-5, twice!). Starter Dillon Gee 
was sharp over four innings. 

Cyclones 

Tri-City 

July 10 at 1 Ji-City 

Rainout. Rescheduled as a dou- 
ble-header on July 1 1 . 



Congratulations abound after the Cyclones' 1-0 victory on July 8. 
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Hamilton Av 
bridge work 
all summer 

But no problems yet 
reported on key span 

By Nicholas Sabloff 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Construction on the Hamilton Avenue drawbridge, a vital 
Gowanus Canal span that carries traffic beneath the Gowanus 
Expressway from Park Slope to Carroll Gardens, has so far 
caused few traffic problems since beginning on June 30, even 
though half of the bridge’s eight driving lanes are closed. 

The current roadwork, which is part of the Department of 
Transportation’s $55-million reconstruction of the 65-year-old 
bridge, is scheduled to last through Labor Day. 

The bridge transports an average of 45 ,000 vehicles a day 
across the canal, according to 2005 DOT figures. 

With the entire northbound section of the 546-foot-long 
bridge closed for construction, the daily traffic flow has been re- 
duced to two lanes in each direction on the southbound portion 
of the bridge, except during morning rush hour, when three lanes 
are made available for drivers heading towards Manhattan. 

Despite what could have been a major upheaval, cars were 
moving steadily along the bridge in both directions during morn- 
ing and evening msh hour last week. 

“[It’s] pretty nice, actually,” said Traffic Agent Louis Ortiz, 
who arrived at 7 am last Monday and spent 12 hours directing 
traffic. 

Next summer, the traffic pattern will shift to allow the recon- 
struction of the southbound portion of the bridge. The entire re- 
construction project, which will widen traffic lanes among other 
improvements, is scheduled for completion in January, 2009 ac- 
cording to the DOT. 

For now, any inconveniences suffered by motorists haven’t 
proved serious enough to merit complaint, according to Craig 
Hammerman, district manager for Community Board 6, which 
covers neighborhoods on both sides of the bridge. 

“We would have heard by now if it was a major problem,” 
Hammerman said. 


The ice cream man cometh 

Brooklynites welcome a free ice cream treat 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The famed “Ice Cream Man” 
finally did Brooklyn last week 
— and everyone from our fa- 
mously dieting Borough Presi- 
dent to steamed kids to coiffed 
hipsters loved him. 

Matt Allen, along with his 
1969 Chevrolet ice cream truck 
“Bessie,” was spotted dishing out 
Pink Panthers, Good Humor Bars 
and Drumsticks to passers-by all 
over the borough. He snapped 
photos with Marty Markowitz at 
the Beep’s “Camp Brooklyn” 


camper send-off on July 2, doled 
Neapolitans to sweaty concertgo- 
ers at McCarren Park pool and set 
up shop in front of the Superhero 
Supply Company in Park Slope. 

Allen claims to have a pretty 
mean sweat tooth. Not a bad 
thing for a thirtysomething guy 
who spent the last three years 
driving around the country giving 
away ice cream. His goal is to 
hand out a total of 500,000 frozen 
treats. Currently, Allen claims to 
be hovering somewhere around 
90,000. 

“The bigger picture is to in- 


spire and motivate young people 
to get out and do stuff,” Allen told 
The Brooklyn Paper, while sling- 
ing ice cream at Fifth Avenue and 
Fifth Street last week in Park 
Slope. “I’m leading by example. 
I’m showing that you can do 
things that are non-traditional and 
fulfill your dreams.” 

Allen is able to pull off his 
venture through major sponsor- 
ship. A big Levi’s sticker is 
prominently displayed on the side 
of his truck and The White 
Stripes created a cardboard ice 
cream holder with a picture of 


their latest album. 

With such backing in place, 
Allen set out to put a face to the 
term “Ice Cream Man.” 

“He never had a face attached 
to him,” Allen said. “I decided to 
make myself that guy. If we can 
do that then hopefully through 
branding, merchandising and 
marketing, we can make a buck.” 
Not surprisingly, Brooklynies 
were skeptical of the freebie. 
“The first thing everyone asks is, 
‘OK, why is it free?” said Allen. 
“It’s like, ‘What’s the catch?’ ” 

— Juliana Bunim 



cream truck and giving out free treats. 



Rev. Billy (a.k.a. Bill Talen) 


Police arrest Rev. Billy for harassing them 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Windsor Terrace-based performance 
artist Rev. Billy (ajc.a. Bill Talen) de- 
manded on Saturday that charges 
against him be dropped, following his 
recent arrest for allegedly harassing po- 
lice during a gathering of cyclists in 
Union Square Park. 

His crime? Reciting the First Amend- 
ment to the Constitution — the one, iron- 
ically, that guarantees free speech. 

Talen was handcuffed and spent the 
night in the Tombs after he and his part- 
ner, Savitri Durkee, recited the free 
speech clause during a June 29 gathering 
of Critical Mass, the monthly gathering of 


cyclists that has frequently sparred with 
police over the right to assemble (also 
guaranteed by the First Amendment). 

“When I got to Union Square, [my 
partner Durkee] was upset at the presence 
of NYPD,” said Talen, who e-mailed The 
Paper from Reykjavik, where he is meet- 
ing with Icelandic activists. 

“They out-numbered the bikers by 
two to one, and were lined up military- 
style with their scooters and paddy- wag- 
ons and cruisers up and down the streets 
and around the square. 

“Savitri spotted a circle of police brass 
and watched them for a while, then went 
over and started shouting the First 
Amendment at them.” 

The pseudo-preacher joined Durkee 


with his trademark white bullhorn and 
proceeded to, in his words, “broadside 
their [police] meeting” with his own 
recitation of the Amendment. 

“At one point they asked us to stand 20 
feet away, and we complied, but they did- 
n’t quite understand how we both have 
trained voices,” he said. 

Talen soon made them understand. 
Then he was arrested. 

The police do not dispute Talen’s version 
of events (after all, a video of the dispute is 
available on YouTube). But the NYPD had 
a different slant on the incident. 

“The police moved from their spot 
where they were conducting a meeting [to 
avoid the noise] ,” said Lt. Pete Martin, a 


from three different spots away from him, 
but he followed them with a megaphone 
— one of those professional cheerleader 
megaphones. It was deafening.” 

The police warned Talen that he could 
be arrested for harassment, and shortly 
thereafter, was. 

Talen has enlisted First Amendment 
lawyer Norman Siegel, who contends that 
the arrest itself was “illegal.” 

“The elements of harassment in the sec- 
ond degree were not met by Rev. Billy do- 
ing what he did in Union Square Park,” said 
Siegel. “Rev. Billy has a First Amendment 
right to cite the First Amendment.” 

Siegel will defend Talen during Rev. 
Billy’s appearance in criminal court on 
Aug. 6. 


Slope kids play on the digital sandlot 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Sandlot baseball has finally 
gone 21st century. 

That great ball field tradition 
of pick-up baseball — which 
school ballplayers from the days 
of Babe Ruth — has been re- 
vived in Park Slope with a little 
help from the Internet. 

With organized Little 
Leagues done for the summer, 
local parent Dean Bell came up 
with a way of keeping the 


neighborhood’s peewee David 
Wrights and Derek Jeters busy. 

“My son couldn’t believe the 
season was over so soon,” said 
Bell. “I made this site so the 
kids can keep playing through 
the summer.” 

All the 5- to 7-year-olds, or 
their parents, need to do is regis- 
ter on a Web site to receive an e- 
mail telling them where the hot 
game will be that day. 

Some neighborhood blogs 
have attacked at the sight, 
claiming that it kills the classic 


style sandlot games where kids 
meet up on their own. 

“This is the way it has to be,” 
said Bell. “These are peewees 
and their 5, 6, and 7 years old. 
They’re too young to be doing 
this on their own.” 

Despite the high-tech ap- 
proach, the game remains the true 
to the spirit of pick-up baseball: 
whomever shows up plays, with 
the teams divided up at random. 
Parents are still advised to stay out 
of the game and let the kids han- 
dle it (except for coaching and 


providing the bats and balls). 

One major change: positions 
will be chosen out of a hat — a 
far cry for the bully-takes-pitcher 
rule that we remember. 

Already, 38 ballplayers have 
signed up at the Web site, 
http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/ 
group/slope-sandlot, but on 
Wednesday afternoon, a would- 
be participant named Dean was 
dying to get in a game. 

“Game on Friday the 13th!” 
his post read. By Thursday morn- 
ing, no one had responded. 



Play ball! Finally, the Internet is good for something: pick-up 


Health, Mind Sc Body 


Emergency 
care better 
at LMC 

Lutheran Medical Center 

Lutheran Medical Center (LMC) has redesigned its Emer- 
gency Department, which has reduced wait times, increased pa- 
tient flow and quality, and improved patent satisfaction. 

“This was a massive overhaul of the entire emergency depart- 
ment that started three years ago when we expanded its physical 
size by nearly 60 percent,” says Wendy Z. Goldstein, president and 
CEO. 

“By not only rebuilding, but redefining the emergency response 
process, we’ve dramatically reduced overall wait times, and most 
importantly, set a new standard for emergency care.” 

Lutheran, like many other N.Y.C. hospitals, has seen steady 
growth in patient ED visits resulting in ever-increasing wait times. 
In response, the medical center created a multidisciplinary team to 
review and revamp the entire ED process with dramatic results. In 
fact, the average door to doctor time is under 30 minutes. 

“We can’t eliminate wait time altogether but we can make the ex- 
perience for patients a much smoother one,” says Claudia Caine, 
COO. “So far we’ve added additional staff positions, new computer 
systems and implemented a Quick Care Program where thousands of 
patients have been triaged, treated and released in record times.” 

Quick Care Program: LMC’s new Quick Care Program has re- 
duced wait times by 63 percent and is the first of its kind in Brook- 
lyn. The program includes a dedicated physician assistant allowing 
patients to be seen and treated quickly and efficiently. Most pa- 
tients are seen within only 15 minutes. 

Electronic Medical Records and Bedside Registration: LMC 
now uses EmpowER, the latest computerized information system 
that electronically tracks ED visits speeding up triage, registration 
and eliminates paperwork. 

With electronic tracking boards, and laptop computers staff can 
now get important patient information at the bedside quickly and 
with more comfort to the patient. 

The new bedside registration system means patients no longer 
have to wait in the waiting room before being seen by a nurse or 
doctor, as is typical in most emergency departments. 

Patient Navigation Program: Three full-time staff now serve as li- 
aisons between primary physicians and ED staff. Individuals often ar- 
rive at their doctor’s office with an illness or injury that requires more 
serous attention. When this happens, doctors can call LMC’s Patient 
Navigators with critical information, allowing ED staff to prepare in 
advance for the patient’s arrival. Doctors can provide treatment advice, 
medication information, x-ray and other patient details in real-time. 

ED Huddle / Inpatient Huddle: A representative from every disci- 
pline and patient unit meet in the ED at 1 1 am each day to plan the 
day’s strategy with the chief operating officer. Together they work to 
ensure that every patient that needs admission has a bed as quickly as 
possible. 

ED Diplomat Program: Lutheran has created a new program 
that uses its own senior staff members as ED diplomats. Diplomats 
complete hourly rounds, speaking to patients and family members 
to ensure that they are comfortable and receiving all the services 
they need in a timely fashion. 

ED Greeter: A staff member meets and greets every patient who 
walks into the ED. Patients and families are provided with estimat- 
ed wait times and regular updates. The greeter helps to ensure that 
patients are seen in a timely fashion. 

Lutheran’s Emergency Department treats more than 50,000 pa- 
tients a year. Average volume in the ED has grown steadily each 
year with 2007 year-end visits expected to reach nearly 60,000. 
With a New York State recognized Level 1 Trauma Center and 
Stroke Center, emergency response standards are among the high- 
est and include a full compliment of surgical and medical experts 
available around the clock, 24 hours a day and 7 days a week. 


DENTISTS 


DENTISTS 


DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Root Canal Theraf 


• White Fillings • Bondi 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 
Hours by Appointment 


789-5700 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

■ Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

■ Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
PH ttP and insurance plans accommodated 


^MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our Now Modem Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

■ Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal ■ Gum Treatment 

All Union and Insurance U SPECIAL^ITTENTION 
Plans and Medicaid ■ bHtUAL A 1 1 1 ’ IUM 
Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 



i Quality Dentistry Y 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 


• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 

ME 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 


Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

1 89 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 


W} 



• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 


Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) in nrancc 

"SET (718)622-8020 a S p « 



COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 


CROWNS, BRIDGES, PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 
INVISALIGN PROVIDER 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 




GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 

| [\ [|] l^l] 1 1 \\'[(] [] [| WnjW cmrol 

Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 

, , . , - . r _ 414 Seventh Avenue 

: : r 

ww.jackirwindds.com 
(718) 768-8372 


EXTRACTIONS 


CROWNS 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEAC 1ING 
DENTl 




Most Insurance & Union Plans 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


It’s Never too late. Take a Chance! 

LIFE CAN CHANGE 

Extensive Exp, in working with trauma survivors k those 
whom suffer with depression, anxiety k sleep disorders. 


Lillian Engelson, LCSW 917 972-7138 

Insurance reimbursement • PVT Brooklyn Office 
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I am the 
Frankster 


It's an Ingmar Bergman time of life 


I t’s that Ingmar Bergman 
time of life. Smartmom isn’t 
sure what’s gotten into her, 
but for the past few weeks she’s 
been hooked on Ingmar Berg- 

Not only is she in a Bergman 
state of mind, she’s in a Bergman 
time of life. And she doesn’t 



duction from the anti- 
depressants to make her 
pine so strongly for 
somber, slow-moving 
films on deep, existen- 
tial themes. 

The Oh So Feisty 
One’s imminent de- 
parture for sleep-away 


SMART 

mom 

By Louise Crawford 






“What are they?” 
“Swedish...” 

OSFO was halfway down 
the hall before Smartmom even 
got a chance to explain the dif- 


Smartmom actually thought 
OSFO might enjoy “Fanny and 
Alexander,” Bergman’s magical 





^PRE-NATAL YOGA* 

Movement For All 





rounded by her sisters and an 
adoring nursemaid. The film 
has a striking color palette with 
an emphasis on the color red. 
When one of the sisters cuts her 
private parts with a piece of a 
broken wine glass Smartmom 
knew she’d had enough. 

That’s it, Smartmom said 



enth Avenue passing more than 
one neighbor walking their 
dog. She admired the pansies 
in a neighbor’s front garden, 
eavesdropped on a young cou- 
ple walking hand in hand, 
stared up at the moon and into 
the windows of both Seventh 
Avenue Books and Park Slope 




verses 

reverses 





The sidewalks of Park Slope 


By The Frankster 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Fourth of July. Independence Day. A time when Americans 
celebrate the signing of the Declaration of Independence with pa- 
rades and picnics, fireworks and franks. As a patriotic American, I 
practice what I preach. Accordingly, I didn’t just eat a hot dog on 
July 4th. I was a hot dog. Or more accurately, a Frankster. 

That’s right, on our nation’s 231st birthday, I was Nathan’s 
Frankster at the 90th annual hot dog-eating contest at Coney Island. 
Why me? Well it turns out the long-serving Frankster — let’s call 
her Julie Rosenberg — got pregnant. Now, I know Rosenberg was 
up to the rigors of the job, but there’s no way contest sponsors were 
going to let a pregnant woman remind the public of the potential ter- 
atogenic effects of hot dog nitrates (never proven, by the way). But 



No 'brains' 
for Chesnut 
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Deflated! Viagra maker pulls out of Brooklyi 


It's hip, it's hot, 
it's happening - 


and it's oui 

beat 

1 
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Keep reading the best coverage of 

WILLIAMSBURG, 
BUSHWICK & GREENPOIN1 

Every week at www.BrooklynPaper.com and in 

r 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Brooklyn Heights-Downtown Edition • Carroll Gardens-Cobble Hill Edition • Fort Greene-Clinton Hill Edition 
Park Slope Edition • Williamsburg-Bushwick-Greenpoint Edition • Bay Ridge-Bensonhurst Edition 
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Pols: Easy going ‘green’ 


How green is my lawmaker 

Local pols are falling over themselves to prove how "green" they are. But who's the 
greenest? Plere's a chart of the latest evidence. — Dana Rubinstein 

Politician 

Green initiative 

Less-green initiative 

Rep. Vito Fossella 
(R-Bay Ridge) 

Eradicate the tree- 
munching Asian long- 
horned beetle, a decade- 
long scourge 

The American Wilderness Coalition 
and the Wildlife Defense Fund said 
Fossella supported their positions 0 
percent of the time in 2005 

Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) 

Require that heating oil 
be 20 percent biodiesel 
by 2013 

Supported city plans to lay a rubber 
artificial turf field in Cadman Plaza 
Park 

Councilman Bill De- 
Blasio (D-Park 
Slope) 

Rid public schools of 
Styrofoam lunch trays 

Supports Atlantic Yards, which critics 
say will block the sun, pollute the air 
and befoul the water. 


trays still used daily in public 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Press release, press release in 
our e-mail, who is the greenest 
pol of all? 

It’s hard to tell, now that 
Brooklyn lawmakers are scram- 
bling onto the green bandwag- 
on as fast as hipsters squirming 
into skinny jeans. 

In just the past two weeks, 
three local lawmakers have 
touted initiatives — their ini- 
tiatives, of course — that they 
claim will make the city more 
eco-friendly. 

Here’s a rundown: 

• Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge): New York City’s only 
Republican congressman now 
wants to crack down on the ille- 
gal migration of insects. Never 
mind that the Asian longhomed 
beetie started munching its way 
through the city, starting in 
Greenpointin 1996, now 11,000 
trees in Staten Island are endan- 
ged, so Fossella wants the feder- 
al government to ramp up its 
funding of eradication efforts. 

“We should be concerned 
about its impact in Brooklyn as 
well,” Fossella told The Brook- 
lyn Paper. “We take for granted 
the urban forest. We drive by and 
don’t even realize it’s there. We 
won’t notice it until it’s gone. 
And I don’t want it gone.” 

The Parks Department and 
experts estimate that millions of 
trees are at risk in New York 
City and in the northeastern 
United States. 

As the threat persists, fund- 
ing for eradicating the beetle in 
New York City has plummeted. 
In 2002, the federal government 
allocated $48 million to the 
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city’s beetle eradication pro- 
gram. Last year, it allocated 
only $20 million. 

Fossella wants Congress — 
the same Congress that he and 
his GOP pals used to run — to 
dedicate at least a portion of an 
extra $9 million to be allocated 
to the USDA budget for beetle- 
eradicauon efforts. 

• Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights): Yassky 
wants all heating oil sold in New 
York City to contain 20 percent 
biodiesel by 20 1 3 . Yassky would 
also mandate that all city- 
owned buildings operate on 


heating oil with at least 10 per- 
cent biodiesel by 2008. Bio- 
diesel, derived from plants, is a 
more environmentally friendly 
alternative to aiesel fuel. 

“This is the sort of issue 
where no one has any idea what 
you’re talking about,” acknowl- 
edged Yassky. “But, as you ex- 
plain, people say, ‘Well, it’s a 
no-brainer.’” 

Indeed, according to Yassky, 

than 700,000 tons of carbon 
dioxide from the air annually, 
nearly three times the 340,000 
tons that would be eliminated 
by the administration’s conges- 
tion pricing proposal. 

• Councilman Bill DeBlasio 
(D-Park Slope): DeBlasio wants 
the city’s Department of Educa- 
tion to replace one of the last 
scourges of the environment: the 
estimated 850,000 Styrofoam 


schools. Under a DeBlasio bill, 
the city would replace them with 
either reusable plastic trays or 
biodegradable trays. 

After all, the 4,250,000 Sty- 
rofoam trays city kids toss out 
each week are made from 
chemicals listed by the federal 
government as hazardous. Even 
worse, Styrofoam trays, as they 
crumble, prevent other trash 
from decomposing. 

The city of Berkeley, has 
done it. So has Suffolk County. 
So why can’t we? 

“It’s a large bureaucracy, and 
changing anything is hard,” said 
DeBlasio, of the city’s intransi- 
gence on the issue. 

Indeed, the city’s response to 
his legislation was cryptic at best. 

“We are looking at alterna- 
tives,” said mayoral spokes- 
woman Dawn Walker. 


Shemmy’s Boot Camp 
Challenge: The finale 

Our Classified Sales Manager Adam El-Sheemy has finally completed the “Boot Camp 
Challenge,” a grueling, thrice-weekly workout regimen set up by two personal trainers. Each 
week, he’s given us his scintillating report about the struggle. Now, he revels in his success. 

Day 1 6: July 9 

I’m heading for the beach on vacation, so I’m ending my regimen two days early, but the results 
are in — and, damn, I actually look and feel better. Check out these before-and-after numbers: 
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JUNE 4 

JULY 9 

El-Sheemy's comment 

Weight 

270 

243 

Lost 27, but have 23 more to go 

Arms 

16 

15,25 

1 see muscles! 

Chest 

47.5 

46.5 

1 got rid of my man breasts! 

Waist 

46 

44 

1 can fit into my high school pants. 

Hips 

48 

46 

Definitely less shimmy in Shemmy 

Thighs 

26.5 

25 

Do my thighs look fat in this? Well, yeah, still. 

Body fat 

27 percent 

20.1 percent 

Woo-hoo! I'm officially off the "obese" chart 

Mile run 

15:03 

12:31 

And no longer vomitting! 

Sit ups (two min) 

37 

82 

1 don't have six-pack abs, but 1 do have a Bud 
tallboy. 

Push-ups (two min) 

5 

27 

It's easier when there's less to push. 


GRAVY 

Continued from page 1 
by the state Assembly. 

The so-called “Ratner carve- 
out” — a special provision that 
would allow the developer to 
receive tax breaks on buildings 
that wouldn’t normally qualify 
— was inserted by quietly As- 
semblyman Vito Lopez 
(D-Bushwick) into an other- 
wise reform-minded bill that 
would expand tax credits for 
developers who include afford- 
able housing in their projects. 

But thanks to Lopez, Ratner 
would get the tax break on all 
16 of his Frank Gehry-de- 
signed buildings — even the 
ones that include no affordable 
housing. 

The mayor questioned 
Lopez’s motivation. 

“[The bill is] going to hurt 
the very people that everybody 
talks about helping and gives 
some tax breaks to a developer 
that doesn’t need them and 
which we didn’t have to do,” 
Bloomberg said on his WABC 
radio show. 

He estimated the tax exemp- 
tion — dubbed by critics the 
“Ratner carve-out” — would 
cost the city $300 million, near- 
ly double the $175 million orig- 
inally estimated by government 
watchdogs 

The mayor added, “I can 
only hope that the Governor 
stands up and vetoes [the bill] ,” 
which is pending in the Senate 
after the Assembly passed it on 
June 26. 

The mayor’s public de- 
nouncement of the developer- 
specific bonus injected new po- 
litical energy into the war 
against Atlantic Yards, which 
has become largely symbolic in 
the months since the project 
was approved. 

This week. Assemblyman 
Hakeem Jeffries (D-Prospect 
Heights) and Sen. Velmanette 
Montgomery (D-Park Slope) 
sent a letter to Ratner asking 
him to “abandon ... the special 
treatment set forth in the At- 
lantic Yards carve-out provi- 

“This preferential, lobbyist- 
negotiated treatment is com- 
pletely unacceptable and under- 
mines the integrity of the entire 
project,” the letter said, adding 
that “anything short of publicly 
abandoning . . . [the tax breaks] 
would justify a complete reex- 
amination of the project.” 

A spokesman for Ratner re- 
fused to comment on the letter. 


SERVICES REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 




TheBusinessStore. com 

Accounting , Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized ■J" £□ Center as 


Facing Divorce? 3 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

° Pe 2itation/chi°d supprt Separation oTprenup 8 agrmntT Fam i^Couif 0 
See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

An ela E. Scarlato, Attorney at La 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


CLIPandSAVEi 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Accountants || Computers 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

• tax planning and preparation 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 



Free 
Onsite 
Survey 

VOICE • DATA • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 

INSTALLATIONS 
212 619-3132 

CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 


718-541-1302 

347-274-9777 

dimalt@hotmail.cor 


Merchandise For Sale 


Bedroom Set For Sale 
5 pc Brass & Porcelain 
Queen Bed w/End Tables 
3 pc Chest Drawers w/Mirror 
Asking only $2100 
Mint Condition. Must See 
Call 718-614-7223 a 2 


Merchandise Wanted 


Bob & Judi s Collectibles 

1 LOOKING TO BUY 


Private Investigator 


Private 

Investigator 

Find anyone, anywhere 
Flat fee $1 00 

(718)318-4393 


'Sjj 


ftitasf 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 


Artist Writer Studio Space 

210 to 375 -Dumbo, Bklyn 

Beautiful multi-user space w/light, cr — 
plan feel, s< 


Park Slope South 


Each Apt. 2 Br. 1 Apt. will be 
vacant. Asking price $895K 

Inauaries 718 - 569-4156 


For Sale 


2 B/Rs. 1-1/2 Baths. 


AFFORDABLE 
GETAWAY HOMES 
UNDER 300,000! 

Example: 1800s farmhouse, 
5 acres. 4BR, 2 BA. Horse 
barn. Stream, pond. 

Near by Berkshires. $259,000 

Beachandbartolo.com 

Beach & Bartolo, Realtors 

(518) 392-2700 


EMPLOYMENT 


Pizza Delivery Man 

with own car needed for 
Bensonhurst Pizzeria. 
Full or part time. 

Call (917) 613-6247 

DRIVER WANTED 


Michael Tucker 
(212) 901-2660 


BOOKEEPER 

Full-time/full-charge 


The Brooklyn Paper 


212-668-5252 3 

Mystery Shoppers 
Get Paid to Shop! 


Call (888) 727-0601 2 
Advertising Sales 


by our rapid growth. 


The Brooklyn Paper 


LEGAL NOTICES 


BLOOMY... 


Continued from page 1 
at his first borough-based press 
conference on Monday, prompt- 
ed by Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Prospect Heights). 

Local dignitaries were on 
hand to greet him, doling out 
the requisite Junior’s cheese- 
cake and a “Fuhgetaboutit” T- 
shirt, but Bloomberg took a lit- 
tle dig at Borough President 
Markowitz, who often refers to 
Brooklyn as its own city. 

“I have to tell you,” he told 
the inimitable borough booster, 
“Brooklyn is not a separate city 
and it never going to be a sepa- 

As comfortable as Bloom- 
berg felt in his new surround- 
ings, the NYPD was taking ex- 
tra precautions, installing 
border-style security gates and 


guards to both ends of Cadman 
Plaza East, also home to Brook- 
lyn Federal Court. 

The street — long blocked 
off with two black Town Cars 
parked at the Tillary Street and 
Red Cross Place ends of the 
block — gained new guards, 
gates, bollards and terrorist-de- 
terring potted urns in honor of 
the mayor’s presence. 

Police say the security will 
remain in place only until 
Bloomberg returns to his usual 
bullpen next Friday, July 20. 

Cops said there were no se- 
curity incidents in the first four 
days of the mayor’s Brooklyn 
stay, but that doesn’t mean 
everything was smooth sailing. 

“The only problem we have 
is there is nowhere to get 
lunch,” said one officer who 


was relocated to the OEM 
building from City Hall. 

The officer said that he and 
others had started bringing 
sandwiches. 

On the subject of lunch 
breaks, Markowitz suggested to 
the mayor that he and his trans- 
planted workforce take a stroll 
along the Promenade on the 
Brooklyn Heights waterfront. 

“There’s nothing better for 
providing a chance to reflect, 
and relieving some of the pres- 
sure of the job,” he said, adding 
that a drink at River Cafe (after 
working hours, of course) is an- 
other “fabulous” option. 

Markowitz said he would be 
“thrilled” to take the mayor out for 
lunch at whatever Brooklyn estab- 
lishment the health-conscious 
mayor wanted to check out. 

“It’s impossible [for me] to 
choose among all my children,” 

And judging from the may- 
or’s seemingly light schedule 


during his first four days in 
Brooklyn, the two leaders had 
plenty of time for a lunch date. 

Monday was a busy day. The 
mayor was supposed to take the 
A train from Manhattan to the 
High Street station, where he 
would be met by Markowitz. 
But a police shooting hours ear- 
lier scotched that plan, sending 
the mayor to Kings County 
Hospital to visit the wounded 
officers. 

At 7:30, Bloomberg finally 
christened his Brooklyn City 
Hall with breakfast at the Park 
Plaza Restaurant on Cadman 
Plaza West followed by that ulti- 
mate New York mayoral event, a 
press conference about garbage. 

Tuesday was a bit slower, 
with only one press conference 
in the OEM briefing room 
about a new contract deal with 
NYPD sergeants. 

The mayor scheduled no 
public events for Wednesday or 
Thursday. 
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REAL ESTATE 


AGENTS 


CONDOS 


Selling in Brooklyn 


and buying in 


Staten Island? 


Call me today. 


I'm your borough 


transition specialist! 


Anthony Licciardello 

Licensed Saks Associate 

718-9244856 
718-979-3400 x 286 


N6UHAUS 


FLORIDA AGENTS 


If you work from home, you can work at the Beach 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 

E® Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 

email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com a» 


. f W JSTUDIOS , 1 & 2 BEDROOMS 
^^Starting at $563,795.00 
OPEN HOUSE EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


1PM TO 5PM OR BY APPOINTMENT 

Amenities: Doorman, 24 Hour-condeige service, shuttle service, steps away 
train and bus, on-site parking, luxurious finishes in kitchens & 
baths, washer/diyer in every unit, balcony in eveiy unit, common gardens, 
" center, top of the line appliances, Kohler fixtures & so much more! 

7 or more information, please call (718) 237-4360 
Or visit us at www.bridgeviewtower.com 


HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 

for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by The Community Coalition. 


LAND AVAILABLE 


Rewind, Relax, Retreat... 


100,000. Call Kathryn Lilly for Furth 

® Prudential Douglas Ellii 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens -Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights *Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill -Clinton Hill *Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


More Real Estate 
Ads On Page 16 


ADVERTISER RESULTS PROVE 
OUR YELLOW PAGES DELIVER 
MAJOR RETURN ON INVESTMENT 

NEW 
NASSAU 
DIRECTORIES 
OUT 

te# THIS SOMMER 


Anihji-^&rK or 




BIOI1K 


W- 




Am bassador YeUowPa ges 

the right direction in yellow pages 

FIND OUT ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE PRINT & ONLINE AD PROGRAMS 

CALL 212 - 564-3945 NOW 

www.AmbassadorLocal.com 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


Plumbing 



Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 



1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs * Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

: 718 349-7555 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.- 718 - 893-4006 



A. Stewart Roofing 





Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 a 35 


Business & Residential 

$75 Per Jack 

ferizon charges $201 /Jack) 

917 - 482-5135 

718 - 528-7615 


EVERGREEN TREE & 
Call CarTosl88S27-3235 



msmsEsm 

718 - 263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 



Have the professionals do rt 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 A28 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218 Third Ave. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 
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Appliance Repair II Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Refrigerators • 

• Air Conditioners • 

■ Washers & Dryers ■ 

■ Stoves & Ovens ■ 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


* Leinster fr 
Contracting 

Thermal System Insulation 
Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 


• Construction Management - 
General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

martin@mdparchitects.com 



FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 
LIC#1 069538 nfej W 31 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


JSlL John 
Costello 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 

• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock 

Hardwood Floors • Wall Units 

• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 


Carpet Cleaning 


Carpet Cleaning 

50X Cleaner & 20X Drier 

• Wall-to-Wall Carpet 

• Upholstery • Area Rugs 

• Tile & Grout Cleaning 

• Hardwood Floor 
Cleaning & Refinishing 
For a free demo visit 
preferredcarpetcleaning.com 

LICENSED • INSURED 

718-343-1424 



Cleaning Services 


Heights Cleaning Service 

David Contreras (917) 716-3437 
david@heightscleaning.com 
www.heightscleaning.com 

Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 

Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com 


•I^Uurptrtj’s ifftnihsU 


Complete Cleaning 


718-573-4165 




336 9th Street °P en 7 da y s a week 

(hot. 5th and 6th Avar,) Bklyn, NY Mon’Z'SSfSSim -T 3 0pm 

(7 1 8) 369-687 3 Sat: 1 0am - 5pm • Sun 1 1 am - 5 pm 


CUSTOM DESIGNED CLOSETS 
An Affordable Luxury... 

■ Designed in your home 

■ Custom fit to your closet 

• Installed by craftsmen with love 

MAXglfoRK. 



Always 

ii.n.£y yoktr fticpect; aiiot 


© FACE LIFT 
CONTRACTING 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 

t Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & Concessions 
To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 

A31-23 Ask for George: 

★ 1-347-724-6540 A 

Senior Citizen Discount 
Licensed & Insured f A 


L.D. Contractor 

LICENSED AND INSURED 
Kitchen ■ Bathroom ■ Woodfloors 
Entire House & Apartment Renovation 

Call: 212-203-1122 

Wright Contracting Inc. 

We do things Wright 

We Specialize in All types of remodeling 
Electrical • Plumbing • Demolition 

cvS' Ce,ne 9i7-4T^5997 

A&l Modern 
Renovation 

Drywall • Painting • Skim coat 


9 1 V-VD 1 -3 39S 


BMU CONSTRUCTION 

Sheetrocking, Framing 
Carpentry, Taping, Master 
Ceramic Tile Plastering, 
Rocking, Stucco Siding. 

516-603-3142 

Fully Insured WM28 

Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


Scaffold • Brick & 

cense #90481 3°* Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN * PRODUCTS * REMODELING 


Complete Home Interio 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


718> 624 - 5300 


718> 624 - 5300 

lestoration^? Baths • Kitchen 
BrownstoneRenovations 

7ww.excelbuilds.com 


i-ree tstimates • 

v?. 


American Eagle 


• Roofing Jobs • Stucco • Sheetrock 

Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 


MM 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• cuarnKwiens J°bs are Owner Supervised '. R s “|* n g 9 

■ Finished Basements We have been -Windows 

• Qistom'caipenby doing a great job ' 

• D^waii for over ten years 

Pnn9 718-375-8292 “ 

Lie# 1157104 8, Bonded 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Int/Ext Painting "Doors 


(718) 998-1110 


Chris Mullins A 

General Contracting 

Fre ”^ 2^2 ' 7^5 58“^ 

Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (71 8) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@ad.com 
Fully Insured • Uc#1252474 A31 u 


To advertise 
on this page, 
call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 
The Brooklyn Paper 


S 8c M Construction 

Waterproofing & Roofing 
masonry & cement work 

Free Estimates • Call Masir 

Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 


GENERAL COMTBACTORS * RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS 

JTC ASSOCIATES 

Renovation ■ New Construction 
Custom Design 

Jtt, | 

Gut Rehabs Apartments 
Kitchens Bathrooms 

Interior Exterior 


W WW. JTC ASSOC. C 


PH: (718) 857-2900 4i 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


•m 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 



1 -888-BO BTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980 

• Saturday appointments available. 

• Mention thiJad and save $25. 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com 


DECKS 

by Bart 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

154- years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


Design 


www.decksbybart. 


it. Enginr. 


— NAM — 
DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 
Complete House Removal 


mm 


We Carry Special/Demolition 1 


(718) 351-6273 



Exterminator II Handyman 




Residential & (I 1 
Commercial 

Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC 

Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 
Ornamental Steel, 

NEW Eon Fence 
Many Styles to Choose From 


Floor Maintenance' 


MICOLOSI & NICOLOSI 

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS 

Sanding, installation & repairs 
Bleaching pickling & staining!! 

RELIABLE & INSURED 

18 Years Experience 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation "Repairs 
•Scraping 'Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


W 


DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 



(718)451-1300 


It’s Summer! Keep your 
garden blooming! 
a Garden Service 

Brownstones, Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

71 8-753-9741 12 


3 


rofessional Gold Leaf Architectural, 

David Faden 718.399.32 



tffa- 1 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN 

Painting • Carepntry 
Masonry • Plastering 


Paper Hanging 
c Tile Work 


Cerai 

PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE • ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 
rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


CALL NED 


allpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 A30 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.r 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


Experienced 8c Reliable. 

21 49 E. 72nd. St. DOT#321 49 

718-763-1435 


718-4:39-7:309 



Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 

IWd you know that All SecurtaJ 

Locks • Alarms • Gates 


€& I PcTIII Jit I 
Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


25 YEARS 
CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
RESTORATION 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

I - aii mu 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 




TIP 

_ TOP 
MOVING 


Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 


718 484-7514 


On 



TOP HAT MOVERS 


m.m Plumbing SH 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


FAST REPAIR INC. 


(718)258-4600 (718)645-0089 


Regan & Son 
Power Washing 

Homes, Decks, Gutters 
Down Spouts, Post Constr., 
Sidewalks & Gum Removal 
Fire & flood damage. 

718 - 633 - 7498 - 845 - 800-4327 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.COm Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Fleaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate *31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


FIND MORE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 17 





























































